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Islamic Group Supports UN Air Strikes on 
Bosnian Serbs 

AU 1701163494 Paris AFP in English 1541 GMT 
17 Jan 94 


[Text] Geneva, Jan 17 ‘AFP)}—The Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) called Monday [17 January] 


for UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali to autho- . 


rise air strikes “without delay” against Bosnian Serb 
forces. 


Foreign ministers from leading nations of the OIC met 
here with Butrus-Ghali to urge she UN to follow through 
on a pledge at the NATO summit to use air strikes if 
necessary to ensure the passage of aid and the safety of 
UN troops. 


“We hope that this NATO declaration will not be 
construed as an empty threat and that it will not be the 
subject of procedural wrangling,” said OIC Secretary 
General Hamid Algabid. 


“We request that the UN secretary general authorise 
such strikes without delay,” Algabid said after a meeting 
with the Bosrian Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic. 


Butrus-Ghali said through a spokeswoman that his 
meeting with the foreign ministers was “very positive” 
and that the ministers had “expressed their profound 
concern about the human tragedy” in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 


Algabid also urged the lifting of the arms embargo on the 
Moslem side to allow them a greater chance to defend 
themselves agains the better-armed Serbs and Croats. 


The meeting of the OIC Bosnia group—the foreign 
ministers of Pakistan, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Senegal, 
Tunisia, Turkey and the deputy minister from Saudi 
Arabia—comes a day before peace talks are due to 
resume here between the three sides involved in the 
Bosnia conflict. 


But Algabid expressed the OIC's dismay about a plan on 
the table to divide Bosnia into three mini-states ruled by 
Serbs, Croats and Muslims. 


“It 1s unacceptable to accommodate the expansionist 
territorial ambitions of Serb nationalism,” he said. “The 
present approach in the negotiations would in fact 
amount to the virtual partitioning of the Republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 
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The OIC was also to meet with EC and UN negotiators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stoltenberg to urge them to 
reconsider plans for a gradual lifting of sanctions against 


the rump- Yugoslavia. 


Algabid also called on the UN to accept offers from the 
OIC to send troops to serve in the UN Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR). 


Pakistani Minister on Bosnia Declaration 
BK 1801145894 islamabad PTV Television Network in 
English 1400 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] The Islamic Conference Organization [ICO] has 
demanded immediate lifting of arms embargo against 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The call was made in a joint dec- 
laration adopted at the end of a special ministerial 
meeting of the ICO contact group in Geneva. 


Giving details of the declaration, Foreign Minister 
Sardar Asif Ahmad Ali said: 


[Begin Asif Ali recording] The declaration stresses that 
the legitimacy and success of the peace process would be 
ensured only if it aims at preserving the independence, 
territorial integrity, sovereignty, and unity of the 
Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The declaration reiter- 
ates the well-known position of the Islamic countries that 
the arms embargo against Bosnia is contrary to Article 
$1 of the UN Charter and cannot be applied to that 
republic. The declaration also expresses concern over the 
increasingly volatile situation in (?Sanjak), Kosovo, and 
Vojvodina. It calls for the maintenance and strength- 
ening of the sanctions against Serbia until a comprehen- 
sive and final settlement is achieved. 


On the question of NATO air strikes against Serbian 
positions, the ministers urged that this decision be 
implemented, as already authorized by the Security 
Council. [end recording} 


Sardar Asif Ahmad Ahmad Ali called on the Bosnian 
president, Aliya Izetbegovic, and discussed with him the 
latest situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The foreign min- 
ister briefed the Bosnian president about the efforts 
being made by the ICO contact group for halting Serbian 
aggression against the Bosnian people. The foreign min- 
ister conveyed the good wishes of the president and 
prime minister of Pakistan to the Bosnian leader, who 
deeply appreciated the support extended to them by 
Pakistan. 


Sardar Asif Ahmad Ali also held talks with the Iranian 
foreign minister, Mr. Ali Akbar Velayati, on matters of 
common interest as well as bilateral relations. Both the 
foreign ministers exchanged views on the situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kashmir, and Afghanistan. 
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Press Attacks on Greek Presidency Criticized 


NC1801195094 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos 
arrived in Strasbourg this evening to present the [Euro- 
pean Union] Greek presidency program at the European 
Parliament plenary session. 


European Parliament President Egon Kiepsch and the 
political group leaders today disapproved of the interna- 
tional press attacks against the Greek presidency when it 
assumed its term of office. Our Strasbourg correspon- 
dent Nikolaos Belos has the following report: 


[Begin Belos recording] European Parliament President 
Egon Klepsch and the political group leaders in Stras- 
bourg disapproved of the international press attacks 
against the Greek presidency when it assumed office. 
The issue was raised for discussion by Mr. Klepsch at the 
European Parliament presidium. He said that the criti- 
cism was condemnable and that he does not accept 
prejudging the failure of a presidency before it even 
begins. Mr. Klepsch added, following the discussions he 
had a few days ago with representatives of the Greek 
Government in Athens, that he believes that the presi- 
dency gives priority to cooperation with the European 
Parliament and the other bodies of the European Union. 


Jean-Pierre Cot, leader of the socialist group in the 
European Parliament, described the Greek presidency as 
solid and experienced and called the international press 
articles on the alleged negative character of the Greek 
presidency impolite. Referring to the Greek presidency’s 
priorities, Mr. Cot described them as correct because 
they cover economic and social aspects of the European 
Union as they were determined within the framework of 
ihe white paper. Mr. Cot also referred to the European 
Union's foreign policy, which the presidency will pro- 
mote, and stressed that from his contacts in Athens with 
leading members of the Greek presidency he has viewed 
the experience and knowledge the Greek Government 
has on Balkan issues. In conclusion, the socialist group 
leader expressed the conviction that the Greek presi- 
dency aims at insuring peace and security in the Balkans. 


Participating in the discussion on the Greek side were 
the two European Parliament vice presidents, 
Paraskevas Avyerinos of PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement] and Yeorgyios Anastasopoulos of New 
Democracy. They both stressed that the international 
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press attacks were not only against the government but 
also against the Greek people. At the same time, they 
also dealt a blow to the European Union institutions. 


European Commission President Jacques Delors also 
criticized the international press attacks against the 
Greek presidency during his visit to Athens. [end 
recording} 


EC Commissioner Cited on Single European 
Currency 
AU1801172294 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 
18 Jan 94 


[Text] Strasbourg, Jan 18 (AFP)}—The European Com- 
munity can progress towards the introduction of a single 
currency without reimposing narrow bands on the 
exchange rate mechanism (ERM), Finance Commis- 
sioner Henning Christophersen said on Tuesday [18 
January]. 


“If everybody accepts that the 15 percent band is a 
normal band, the only important question is: Is your 
currency close to the central rate?,” he told journalists 
outside a meeting of the European parliament. 


At the beginning of August, in the face of massive 
speculation against currencies in the European monetary 
system (EMS) and particularly against the French franc, 
EC finance ministers widened the permitted range of 
fluctuation of most of the currencies within the ERM 


from 2.25 percent to 15 percent. 


Christophersen said that the re-imposition of narrow 
bands might lead to a resumption of speculation against 
ERM currencies. 


Under the terms of the Maastricht Treaty, the Commu- 
nity is to begin stage three of economic and monetary 
union between the end of 1997 and the end of 1999 at 
the latest. 


Under stage three the Community is to adopt a single 
currency, and Christophersen declined to rule out the 
possibility that the currency might be adopted in 1997, 
However, he said that it would be “very, very difficult.” 


A senior EC official has said that six members of the 
Community might be ready quickly to meet the condi- 
tions for use ef a single currency. He named them as 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Germany, Ire- 
land and France. 
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Busek, Vranitzky Disagree on NATO 
‘Partnership’ 


AU 1801153394 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
18 Jan 94 p 4 


[Report signed “d.h.”: “Busek: Sympathy for NATO 
Partnership” ] 


[Text] Vienna—Ausirian People’s Party [OeVP] 
Chairman and Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek on 17 
January welcomed more clearly than last week the Part- 
nership for Peace program offered by NATO. This 
means that he disagrees with Austrian Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky, who in a DIE PRESSE interview rejected 
Austria's participation in such partnership. Commenting 
on the statements of the head of government and 
chairman of the Socis! Democratic Party of Austria 
{[SPO¢c], Busek said: “This is not the government's opin- 
ion!” 


The OeVP chairinan said: “We welcome this initiative. 
Undoubtedly, there is no alternative to it.” Busek said 
that all the other [heads of] neutral European states 
“except for Vranitzky” have welcomed the ‘nitiative. 


Austrian Trade Union Federation Recommendation on 
the European Union 


Austrian Trade Union Federation [OcGB] President 
Verzetnitsch announced a separate OeGB recommenda- 
tion for a referendum on European Union (EU) mem- 
bership. This recommendation will be discussed at a 
conference at the end of the membership negotiations. 


Representatives of the two government parties on 17 
January demonstrated cautious optimism that the mem- 
bership negotiations would be completed by March. 
SPOc fluor leader Fuhrmann considers a date in March 
“not totally unrealistic.” OeVP Secretary General Mol- 
terer believes the odds in favor are “more than 50 
percent.” 


Haider Views Relations With Germans, Policies 


AU 1901091694 Munich FOCUS in German 17 Jan 94 
pp 30-31 


[Interview with FPOe Chairman Joerg Haider by Eva 
Grosskinsky, Heiner Emde, and Eugen Georg Schwarz; 
place and date not given: “Still Guest of the FDP Grass 
Roots”} 


[Text] [FOCUS] Your Freedom Party of Austria [FPOc] 
1s on bad terms with the Liberal International. The Free 
Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] no longer appreci- 
ates you as a guest speaker. Do you now want to gain a 
foothold in Germany with the help of your friend Man- 
fred Brunner? 


[Haider] | was never popular as a guest speaker with the 
FD”. 1 am still popular with the grass roots. | will also 
participate in some events in the foreseeable future, in 
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order to signal that the FDP leadership 1s ill advised and 
there 1s apparently no consensus with its grass roots. 


[FOCUS] Do you believe Mr. Brunner’s movement will 
be able to create such grass roots? 


[Haider] First of all, it is important that his party exists. 
| also believe his chances in the European elections are 
not bad. And if it is desired, | will be absolutely prepared 
to support him. 


[FOCUS] In what form? 


[Haider] I do not yet have a clear idea. It will also depend 
on what he is really going to make of his group. It 
probably has to be seriously discussed to what extent his 
“citizens” movement is a party that can be regarded as a 
possible sister party. Of course, we do not have the 
intention—as the FPOe or with Brunner’s party—i> 
establish branches throughout Europe. It 1s my wish tha: 
Manfred Brunner will establish something lixe an inde- 
pendent F-eedom Party of Germany. There is a voters’ 
potential of at least 15 percent. In my opinion, Germany 
needs a liberal power, something like the F?Oc in 
Austria. After all, the FDP has become a leftist party. 
And the Republikaner de not offer anything esther. It is 
simply not enough to take the problem of “foreigners” 
and to say: “This is our issue.” 


[FOCUS] But you also have a preference for harping on it. 


[Haider] Foreigners were the main issue in our petition 
for a referendum in 1993... 


[FOCUS] ....which did not meet with sufficient agree- 
ment. 


[Haider] At any rate, it was one of the most successful 
petitions for a referendum in the Austrian Second 
Republic. And now the main issue is the reform of the 
state as whole, by which the political system is to be 
overcome. 


[FOCUS] It 1s also one reason you ar: regarded as an 
extreme-right politician. How do you deal with this 
reproach? 


[Haider] With my party, | am simply a special Austrian 
model. I protest against being compared with anyone. At 
any rate, we, the FPOe as a whole, are a compromise 
between a liberal and a p~tional position. 


[FOCUS] You want to establish a Third Republic in 
Austria. How do ) ou envisage it” 


[Haider] We need a new constitution, from which the 
systems of chambers and associations as a pillar of the 
constitution disappear... 


[FOCUS] ....and with what do you want to replace i? 
[Haider] The citizen. 
[FOCUS] This ts too vague for us. Who is “the citizen?” 
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{Haidcr] Our political system in Austria does not know 
the citizen at all. We have a state of chambers, associa- 
tions, and parties, and the citizen ts, so to speak, the raw 
material that is supplied for the functioning of these 
chambers and associations. This involves a considerable 
loss of freedom. That is why we have the barbarism of 
the ideological terror of party politics and a mediatized 
freedom of the citizens. For example, these are two 
elements that are no longer supposed to exist in a Third 
Republic. 


[FOCUS] Nevertheless, you are encouraging the fol- 
lowing suspicion: “It 1s true that Haider is now saying 
that the citizen's will is decisive—but what if he is in 
power?” Can you dispel the misgivings that your Third 
Republic wil! sot be a parliamentary democracy” 


[Haider] This argumentation is inappropriate. You 
invalidate the rules between government and opposition 
if you simply impute to the opposition the statement that 
“in reality you want something completely different!” It 
speaks in my favor that as governor of a province during 
a limited period I showed that we take promises seri- 
ously. In the two years in which | was responsible for 
affairs in Carinthia, an incredibly large number of 
reform steps were taken in this direction. 


[FOCUS] What are the FPOece’s conditions for Austria to 
join the European Union? 


| Haider] The first point is adopting the transit treaty we 
have with the European Community. Second, we want to 
change over to extensive agriculture and support our 
farmers with direct payments. In this way, we can save a 
lot of money that 1s already spent today on marketing the 
surplus. Third, in the field of real estate transactions, we 
are thinking of the Danish model: five years of residence 
in Austria, then the opportunity to acquire land. 


[FOCUS] Your phrases create the impression that you 
are the stronghold against the immigration of millions? 


[Haider] We are not afraid of the immigration of Sicil- 
ians who want to open pizzerias everywhere here. Tie 
problem is the Eastern European region. the Asiatic 
region, and North Africa. We will be confronted with 
large migration movements from there. Today nobody 
says any longer: “We must have open borders!” We have 
reeducated the people in the government parties. 


[FOCUS] You? Not inherent necessities? 
[Haider] We reeducated them. 
[FOCUS] The Germans, too” 


[Haider] | am not responsible for Germany. I am sespon- 
sible for “\ustria. 


[FOCUS] The word “German” features largely in your 
vocabulary. De you want to go “home into the Reich” 
with Austria? 
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[Haider] We as Austrians do not want the anschluss. We 
work hard enough ourselves, so we can be arrogant 
enough to say: We do not necessarily need you. You need 
us. The national complex in Germany and the Germans’ 
self-hatred for their own people are so great that we do 
not particularly wish to participate in it. We prefer to go 
our Own way. 
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101801180794 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 18 Jan 94 p 8 


[Unatiributed report: “Good Chances in Southeast 
Asia™] 


[Text] There are good prospects for Austria's export 
trade to the Southeast Asian threshold countries. Trans- 
portation M:nister Viktor Klima, who visited Vietnam, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia, accompanied by a delegation 
of leading industrialists and business managers, 
describes the region as a promising growth market with 
very tough competition. 


In order for Austrian exporters to be successful on these 
markets, the state should grant them the same competi- 
tive conditions their foreign competitors enjoy, said 
Klima in a report on his talks. 


Specific projects worth approximately 5 billion schillings 
were negotiated, Klima told Austrian radio correspon- 
dents following his visit. Klima is expecting the talks to 
yield tangible results within the next two or three years. 


There is particularly great interest in equipment for local 
infrastructure programs, such as special rails, rail pro- 
duction machinery, locomotives, and freight cars. 


In Vietnam, a bilateral railroad cooperation program is 
in the offing, and in Malaysia, a relevant railroad agree- 
ment, including the Austrian Rail Engineering (ARE) 
company, was discussed. In addition, Klima said deliv- 
eries in the area of power plant engineering and sewage 
treatment were discussed. However, real successes 
require soft loans. Klima said he would discuss this in 
the government. 


Austrian suppliers will also set up, step-by-step, local 
production facilities in Indonesia and Malaysia. 


In Kuala Lumpur, the extension of the current air 
transport agreement with Malaysia and MAS was dis- 
cussed. Detailed negotiations are scheduled to begin in 
the next few weeks. The talks will be aimed at offering 
Vienna Airport increasingly as a bridgehead for Far East 
air connections. At present, MAS supplies a Kuala 
Lumpur-Vienna service twice every week. 
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AU 1601204494 Vienna KURIER in German 15 Jan 94 
pi? 


[Report by W. Theuretsbacher, P. Grolig, a:.d E. Bieber: 
“Witnesses: State Police Official Was Guest in Villa of 
Intelligence Chief Wolf] 


[Excerpt] “People will be surprised how many are 
involved in the affair.” an insider hinted to KURIER, 
suggesting a widening of the affair sur ounding the state 
police official Gustav Hochenbichler. A forme: agent for 
the East is still in office—within the state police. “He ts 
much ™sre¢ important, has good contacts. and knows a 
great deal about explosive state affairs.” the insider 
claimed. 


As reported . 2sterday, the 56-year-old police official. 
who ts seriously ill, 1s suspected of having worked for an 
eastern intelligence service for many years. Two former 
Stasi members who were interrogated by the Vienna 
provincial court on Wednesdiy [12 January] claim that 
the senior police official was a former Stasi agent. 


The two men think they rersember that Hochenbichler 
was even received by East German intelligence chief 
Markus Wolf, 70, at his villa. 


The police official was confronted on Friday by the two 
former agents who should recognize him in person, not 
only in photographs. The court has not disclosed any 
information about the result. 


The suspect disappeared from public view after the court 
interrogation. It was not possible to contact him at home 
or with his relutives in Lower Austria. 


The court believes that, as head of the Vienna state 
police office, Hochenbichler passed on former German 
Democratic Republic [GDR] refugee data. At the time, 
the Austrian state police questioned every East German 
refugee who was registered in Austria. Hochenbichler 
may also have been attractive for an castern secret 
service because of his activities in embassies. The police 
official had numerous contacts with diplomats and often 
visited foreign missions. He was also responsible for 
ensuring the safety of official visitors to Vienna. 


Former Stasi members mentioned a “dead letter box” 
through which the contact in Vienna sc" gedly passed on 
his information. This hiding place was reportedly 
located in a tube near Hochenbichler’s home. When the 
investigators checked the place, they actually discovered 
a serviceable system of tubes that led into the basement. 


Hochenbickler denies all accusations—just as he did two 
years ago when allegations surfaced for the first time. 
Then, he assured his closest aides that these were all lies. 
As a result of the rumors, he was not promoted to head 
the Vienna state police when that spot became vacant. 


[passage omitted] 
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Secret Police Group Criticizes Ban on Neo-Nazi 
Activities 


AU 1601185894 Vienna DER [STANDARD in German 
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[Report by Michael Voelker: “NS Letter Deplores 
‘G ide™”] 


[Text] Vienna—A “Self-Defense Community of Police 
Officers” [Notwehrgemeinschaft der Sicherheitswache- 
beamten], which uses the initials “NS” is causing a stir 
among the Vienna police. In a “Dear Colleagues” letter, 
the “infiltration of our state leadership by Jewish cir- 
cles” 1s deplored. 

The letter, seen at nearly all Vienna police stations and 
also found at external units, including the Security Alert 
Department, lists exght persons—partly indicating their 
addresses—who participated in talks on amending the 
“Stalinist” law banning neo-Nazi activities. 


The names include Simon Wiesenthal, “correct name: 
Szymon Wizenthal, reparation fraud.” and the lawyers 
Gabriel Lansky and Georg Zanger, both described as 
“Jews, communists, freemasons, members of the Udo 
Proksch gang [Vienna businessman who was sentenced 
for causing the death of six persons], probably KGB and 
Mosad agents.” Zanger has now brought charges against 
unknown perpetrators, and he wants to support the 
prweedings as a private person. 


According to the Self-Defense Community, the Austrian 
Government consists “only of freemasons and partly of 
Jews or of persons with Jewish ancestry (Education 
Minister Scholten, Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek, Social 
Affairs Minister Hesoun, Transportation Minister 
Klima, Finance Minister Lacina).” Austria's “official 
immigration policy” leads to the “destruction of the 
racial nature of the people through the replacement of 
natives by foreigners, and through the settlement of 
members of other races.” Thus, the government is 
“guilty of genocide.” The “admission of foreigners and 
the destruction of closed settlement areas of native 
(German) population” is “high treason.” 


The lette’ refers to, among other things, the “Illustrated 
Review of the Austrian Federal Police” and a “secret file 
of the Vienna Police” and also deplores the fate of 
Gottfried Kuessel and Guenter Reinthaler. 


A “statement” that ends with “yours sincerely, your 
Self-Defense Community of Police Officers (NS),” 
announces that the politicians will no longer be pro- 
tected. “Our professional honor and conviction as rep- 
resentatives of law and order—and not of ‘legal myus- 
tice’—commands us to serve the people.” Thus, the 
“NS” considers itself “unable to guarantee the security 
of politicians responsible for the replacement of natives 
because they have lost their right to protection through 
their criminal actions.” 
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{Article signed FDS: “Poluscrans Have Themselves To 
Blame for Their Bad Image —,"ame Minister Wants To 
Make “Restoring Order A Pnoniy"} 


[Text] “The fact that politicians have such a bad mmage ts 
partly them own fault. If they want to remstate politics 
and win back thew credibility, then they must first 
restore order themselves. Let us make this a priority for 
the coming months.” 


Prime Munister Jean-Luc Dehaenc, speaking yesterday at 
a CVP [Christian People’s Party] New Year's reception 
in Ingelmunster, was referring tacitly but unmustakeably 
to the present atmosphere of scandal in parhament, 
following on from the Agusta case. “In the past, and far 
too frequently even today, all sorts of quesivons where 
wrongly settled on a party-political basis.” he said. 
“They went from telephone connections through 
appointments to government contracts. This gave birth 
to the totally moorrect mmage that anything can be 
arranged on a party-political basis.” 


It was an analysis of the antupolitecal atmosphere currently 
overshadowing parliament that amounted to the following 
diagnosis: 1s your own fault. “Politics must become far 
more humble.” he said. “Politecs newther can nor should 
pull everything toward it and want to decide everything. 
And im those matters that must be settled politically, a 
partisan approach must be excluded as far as possible, 
especially when the practical functioning of government 1s 
involved. To this end, decision-making procedures in a 
range of fields must be made legally and administratively 
obyective. Obvious examples are recruitment and appoint- 
ments mm the civil service and magistracy. Fortunately, 
important steps recently have been taken im the right 
direction, bul we must go farther.” 


The prime minister then broached the theme of ‘rendering 
services. “The mediatory role often expected of politi- 
cians by the population must be made increasingly oificial 
by appormting ombudsman positions,” he said. “That is 
what has happened in state-owned companies. That 1s also 
the purpose of the government's draft bill to set up a 
general ombudsman position. Greater autonomy and 
responsibility must also be given to the departments con- 
cerned in awarding government contracts. The principle of 
secking the best price-quality ratro must be made more 
general. 


“The practice of (indirect) economic compensation, 
which has cost us a lot of moncy but resulted in little, 
must also be stopped.” he cad. “The legislation on 
government contracts must be changed in this sense.” 
This comment can be applied without modification to 
the Agusta case, where alleged compensation was deci- 
sive, with far-reaching consequences. 
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The prime minister continued his thoughts im that direc- 
ton, still without mentioning Agusta by name. ~The 
financing of the political parties also continued for too 
long in a grey shadowy area which poses many questions,” 
he said. “There 1s a need for clarity and transparency. The 
laws on the limitation of clectoral campaigns and the 
financing of the political parties are steps in the mght 
direction. However, they must be tightened up.” 


There was a third recommendation which flows directly 
from the Agusta affair, namely the abuse of parliamentary 
immunity. “The parlamentary status gives mse to misun- 
derstanding and even suspicion.” Dehaene said. “Does 
parliamentary immunity really still belong to our time? In 
fact, the status offers no protection, but the contrary: Now 
MP's are judged twice.” Once during the debate on lifting 
their immunity, and a second ume if prosecution actually 
takes place. “The financial, social and fiscal status must 
also be clarified.” Dehaene said. “There ts no need for 
privileges or such things, but a proper social and financial 
status allowing MP's to werk well, a status that also makes 
the position attractive again.” 


“The St. Michacl’s agreement contains important cle- 
ments of political renewal,” Dehaene said, briefly inter- 
rupting hss invisible Agusta thread at Ingelmunster, but 
soon picking it up again. “The renewal 15 too slow. We 
must go fasterr. Let us make that a priority for the 
coming months. Bul then i 1s necessary that clarity be 
quickly established in a number of arcas. That is in the 
interest not only of those involved, but politics as a 
whole.” That presupposes, the prime minister con- 
cluded, that “all instances respect the rules.” This was 
understood as veiled criticism of the very regular 
breaches of confidentiality in the Agusta affair invest- 
gations. “Leemocracy ts a delicate plant that must be 


nourished carefully,” he said. 

Coeme Defends Actions; Government Crisis 
‘Receded’ [DE FINANCIEEL EKONOMISCHE 
THUD 14 Jan] 


BR 1401144794 Brussels DE FINANCIEEL 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 14 Jan pI 


[Article signed W.A.: “Coeme Accuses Acrospatiale of 
Improper Pract ces—Spitacls Reduces Pressure on Gov- 
ernment” ] 


[Text] “Many lobbies were active im the purchase of the 
Army helicopters, but the decision was made properly. | 
know nothing of unlawful payments,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Guy Coeme (PS) [French-speaking Socialist 
Party] said in his defense yesterday. Coeme also accused 
the French mannfacturer Acrospatiale of having made 
improper proposals. Meanwhile, Walloon Minisicr Pres- 
ident Guy Spitacls has said he did not want to harm 
either Dehaene or Clacs. With this, the danger to the 
government appears to have receded. 


Coeme spoke to the press yesterday after he had pre- 
sented his document defending himself to the special 
parhamentary committec. Coeme said ihat, at the time 
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of the negotiations on the helscopic> purchase, be had 
warned against the “lobbyists who are swarming around 
the contract like vultures.” Some people had never 
forgotten those words, Coeme said yesterday. 


The minister also strongly attacked the French. Jusi one 
month after the decision to buy Agusta. rumors appeared 
im the French press about bribe payments. When the 
problem of the heloopters’ excessive weneht emerged, 
these rumors resurfaced. Coeme said, at at time, he 
had been approached by two Acrospatiale representa- 
tives who asked that the contract be broken. They 
exercised “very strong pressure.” Coeme said, but he 
provided no further details. However, he was prepared 
to give additional explanations on the matter to public 
prosecutors. 


In the meantime, the special parliamentary commitice 
has decided to hear investigating magistrate Ancia and 
Coeme next week. Further investigations may be 
demanded by a councillor of the Supreme Court on the 
basis of these interrogations. 

The Senate Judicial Affairs Committee ts to give its 
verdict today on the partial lifting of the parliamentary 
immunity of regional ministers Guy Spitacis and Guy 
Mathot. 


Both regional ministers oppose the move. They argue 
that the partial lifting of their immunity would make 
them look guilty in the eyes of public opinion. However, 
Spitacls and Mathot are prepared to answer Ancia’s 
questions. Nevertheless, a majority of the committee will 
probably vote for lifting the immunity. In any case, the 
PSC [French-speaking Social-Christian Party] 
announced yesterday that it would vote for their immu- 
nity to be lifted. It 1s worth noting also that a number of 
PS members favor the lifting of immunity as well. 
Minister Jean-Maurice Dehousse and MP Jose Happart 
have already made comments to this effect. 


In the meantime, the danger of a government crisis 
seems to have receded. The cabinet of Waiioon Prime 
Minester Guy Spitaels denied yesterday that in his doc- 
ument the minister president had wanted to involve 
Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene and Foreign Minister 
Willy Claes in the case. The cabinet pointed out that the 
names of Dehaene and Claes were quoted by a witness 
whose testimony was formally denied by another wit- 
ness. These comments were included in the defense to 
prove that the evidence of some people was totally 
unfounded. 


Scandal: 3 Generals Admit 
Agusta Dumping 


BR 1801160194 Groot-Biyaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 18 Jan 94 p 2 


{Article by Filip Verhoest: “Three Generals Admit 
Dumping] 
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Penne See. See, Deets ae esa 

have admitted to an inspector from the High Comsmstice 
of Inspectio. that the offer from Agusta should have 
been rejected due to dum. .°-g The statements ar 
included im the report t: <*> ~«nisssooer Jean-Pierre 
rn Se stuament’s Ancia file. it 
the request of the Liege exan.s0ing imagistrate, Vero- 
migue Ancia, the inspector also scrutinized the con- 
tracting procedures. He concluded that they amount to a 
case of unfair competition. 


Following an inspection at Agusta. inspectors from ihe 
High Committee of Inspection conclud -<¢ that the Ital- 
ians sold their helicop-er at 12 percent under the cost 
price. According to the mspectors, a twrii-eny ned beh- 
copter was supplied for the price of a #-9y°:-<ngined 
helicopter, constituting “a saie at a loss.” 3 i ¢ ompany 
refused to offer any explanation for this “abe. ::27)'y low 


such circumstances,” declared General Major !acobs on 
December 1992. “I did not know it, but Agusta’s offer 
price 


should have been rejected on the grounds that the 

was low,” said General Major Fourmer on 8 
December 1992 

Control 
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PA11801144294 Edinturgh THE SCOTSMAN in 
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[Severin Carrell report: “Reports of UN Venuc* | 3omb 
Trial Denied] 


[Text) The Foresgn Office yesterday strenuously denied 
reports that « had approved a proposal to try the *-- 
Libyans accused of the Lockertve bombing at a Un..0d 
Nations court in the Netherlands 


A spokesman for the Foceygn and Commonwealth Office 
sand last night the Government was determined that 
their tral should take place esther m Scotland or m the 
United States 


It emerged yesterday that a proposal has been developed 
by an independent intermediary . suggesting that the tal 
could be acid at the UN Internatronal Court of Justice at 
The Hague 


It would be held under Scottrsh law and rules of evidence 
with a Scotursh judy: prevading over an imicrnational 
pane! of judges sitting without a jury. The plan is the 
latest im a string of compromrses pul forward with the 
approval of the Libvans’ lawvers 


It ss to be put formally to Lord Rodger, the Lord 
Advocate, thrs week. It will also be rarsed with Douglas 
Hurd, the Foreign Secretary. by the Tory MP. Teddy 
Taylor, who recently visited Libya to mmvestigate their 
complaints about the Lockerine case. 


“Abd-al-Basit ‘Ali Muhammad al-Megrah: and Al-Amin 
Khalifah Fahimah were accused by both the UK and US 
im late 1991 of planting the bomb. killing 259 passengers 
and crew onboard PanAm Flight 103 and 11 Lockertie 
inhattants on 21 December 1988 


The Government has been informally aware of the plan. 
drsclowd yesterday m Scoland on Sunday, but has 
refused to endorse it 


The FOO spokesman sand: “Our positnn remains the 
same. We cxpect the two suspects to be surrendered for 
trial on esther Scotland or the United States. This ts a UN 
Security Councd) requirement.” 


The proposal, which has been provisionally accepted by 
the Libyan accused, 1s to be drscussed mm detail by their 
legal team im Geneva this week. Alistair Duff, the Edin- 
burgh-based solicitor-advocate acting for them im Scot- 
land, 1s expected to fly out tomorrow. It was designed to 
overcome Libyan claums that pre-trial publicity has 
destroyed the chances of a fair jury tral m either 
Scotland or the US, and the Government's refusal *< 
countenance Libyan schemes for a trial in a neutral 
country 


A Scottish Office spokesman said rt would not comment 
until t had seen the proposal. But 1 +s «understood the 
Government belreves tt 1s unworkable as there are no 
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icgal mechanisms which allow a Scottesh judge to si 
abroad, or for Scottish law to be transferred abroad. 


The proposal’s supporters clarm the Government could 
make it possible if a had the will. Mr Taylor, MP for 
Southend, believes the scheme has merits. “There are 
procedural problems, but these could be worked oul m 
10 minutes by the House of Commons.” 


It ss understood it is a refinement of a scheme first 
outlined in a letter sent by the Egyptian government to 
every member of the UN Security Council, including the 
UK and USA governments, five weeks ago. The UN 
secretary general, Butrus Butrus-Ghah, also received a 
copy. 


Mr Taylor said the Egyptians had, in consultation with 
Libya. propesed on 8 December to Britain holding the 
trial under Scottssh law in a neutral country, or at the 
UN International Court. No reply has yet been received, 
he claimed. 


eee ene On ner 
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{Philip Johnston report: “Sinn Fem Claims Peace Talks 
Began Three Years Ago”) 


[Text] Contacts betwren the Government and the poli- 
ical leadership of the IRA began two and a half years 
carher than ministers have acknowledged, 1 was claimed 


by Sinn Fein yesterday. 


Mr Tom Harticy, national chairman of Sinn Fein, tola a 
news conference at Westminster that links began in 
October 1990 with a meeting between Mr Martin 
McGuinness, Sinn Fein deputy president, asd an 
unnamed representative from the Government 


The press conference, sponsored by Left-wing Labour 
MPs Mr Tony Benn and Mr Jeremy Corbyn, was con- 
demned by Tory MPs as an “abuse of privilege” and a 
“publicity stunt”. 


The decision to publish Sinn Fein's version of the 
contacts and to lodge them in the Commons library did 
little to dispel the view that the “peace process” 
launched at Downing Street last month had become 


bogged down. 


The language used by Mr Hartley. who accuseé ministers 
of “lying” and issuing “bogus” accounts of the commu- 
nications, confirmed there had been no progress im the 
intervening four weeks 


Sinn Fein has written to Mr Migor asking for clarifica- 
tion of the Downing Street declaration, something the 
Prime Minister resolutely refuses to provide. 


Mr Harticy said a decrmon by the IRA on whether to 
continue with the process would pot be made until there 
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had been a response from the Government though the 
absence of clarification would not necessarily end the 
initiative. 


The documents, many of which have been seen before 
were pr: blished by Sinn Fein to back up its claim that it 
was just::.ed in asking for clarification. “Throughout this 
record of exchanges, there are examples of clarification 
sought by Sinn Fein and given by the British Govern- 
ment,” said Mr Hartley. “All this begs the question 
about the seriousness of the Government's approach to a 
peaceful settlement in Ireland.” 


A line of communication has existed between Sinn Fein 
and the Government for more than 20 years and was 
used at the time of the Maze prison hunger stnkes in 
1981. 


According to the documents published in November by 
Sir Patrick Mayhew, Northern Ireland Secretary, the 
channel was reopened last February after a message from 
Mr McGuinness stating that “the conflict is over”. 


Sinn Fein de...es this message was ever sent and traces 
the communications to October 1990, followed by 18 
messages between then and February 1993, when the 
contacts started in earnest. 


They included advance notification to Sinn Fein of 
speeches to be made by ministers and a position naper 
setting out the progress of inter-party talks then going on 
in Northern Ireland. 


Which side instigated last year’s contacts continues tu be 
disputed, but it is clear that events moved swiftly from 
last 1 ebruary, with discussions even at this stage about 
the withdrawal of troops to barracks and the removal of 
checkpoints. 


A report of a meeting on Feb 24 last year—which was not 
included in the British record of contacts—said: “The 
IRA needs to provide the space to turn the possibility of 
meetings into a reality. A suspension is all that is being 
required of them. The British believed that two or three 
weeks was a sufficient period to convince republicans.” 


A later document claims that Britain was suggesting 
venues for talks, including Scotland, the Isle of Man, 
Denmark and Norway. 


Sinn Fein also denies having sent a message to the 
Government on Nov 2 last year which prompted a 
definitive policy statement three days later. Four docu- 
ments were withheld by Sinn Fein on grounds of “sen- 
sitivity”. Mr Hartley said they “have a relevance to the 
on-going efforts to build or the process.” 


Lady Olga Maitland, Tory MP for Sutton and Cheam 
who attended the press conference accused Sinn Fein of 
“cynical hypocrisy”. 


Mr David Trimble, Ulster Unionist MP for Upper Bann 
said there was nothing new in the documents.“That 
makes it absolutely outrageous that Tony Benn and 
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Jeremy Corbyn should abuse their privileges as MPs to 
give a platform to a squalid terrorist gang,” he said on 
BBC radio. 


“I believe that they have taken the decision to reject the 
declaration.” 


Major Testifies at Scott Iraqi Arms Inquiry 
PM 1801155294 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 18 Jan 94 p 8 


[Sean O'Neill report: “Major Denies Any Role in Arms 
Deal”] 

[Text] Mr Major became the first serving Prime Minister 
io be called to a judicial inquiry yesterday when he 
appeared before Lord Justice Scott and sought to dis- 
tance himself from the arms-to-Iraq affair. 


During six hours of questioning Mr Major, who became 
Foreign Secretary in July 1989, then Chancellor before 
succeeding Lady Thatcher as Prime Minister in 1990, 
denied any role in for formulating, considering 
amending or interpreting policy on defence exports to 
Iraq. 


He said he had not been told of an alleged relaxation of 
guidelines on mihtary exports to Iraq until November 
1992 after the collapse of the Matrix Churchill trial. He 
still did not accept that any relaxation had been put into 
practice. 

Mr Major said he had not been involved in the decision 
in 1990—by which time he was Chancellor—to investi- 
gate and later prosecute three Matrix Churchill execu- 
tives. That was a matter for Customs, not ministers, he 
added. 


He said he had not been briefed about the operation of 
the guidelines on exports to Iraq and Iran when he 
became Foreign Secretary in July 1989. During his three 
months at the Foreign Office the issue had arisen only 
once, when the Cabinet rejected British Aerospace’s 
plans to sell the Hawk trainer aircraft to Iraq. 


Asked if he knew that following the Iranian fatwa on 
Salman Rushdie, civil servants operated stricter export 
rules for Iran than for Iraq, Mr Major said: “Neither at 
that stage nor later was ! involved in formulation of the 
guidelines, consideration of the guidelines, amendment 
of the guidelines nor interpretation of the guidelines.” 


When Miss Presiley Baxendale, QC [Queen's Counsel], 
counsel to the inquiry, returned to the issue, Mr Major 
replied: “We have been dancing around this point for 
some time. You're asking me to make a judgment at a 
distance and not a judgment at the time. 


“With great respect I don't think that is a judgment I 
should make. I think that is a judgment for the inquiry.” 


Lord Justice Scott told Mr Major that the inquiry knew 
that the rules on exports to Iraq had been relaxed. 
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Mr Major said: “Well, | don’t know that and I didn't 
know that.” He had not known of any discussion on 
changing the guidelines until he had been at No 10 for 
two years. “The first time | was aware they had been 
looked at and a change considered was on Nov 13, 1992, 
when I received a memo from my private secretary to 
that effect. ” 


Then, amid the flurry of political and media inquines 
following the collapse of the Matrix Churchill case, he 
had ordered “a massive search of files” to establish what 
he had been told. 


“One of the charges at the time was that, because I had 
been Chancellor, because I had been Foreign Secretary, 
because | was Prime Minister, | must have known what 
was going on in the undergrowth.” 


A memo from Mr Stephen Wall, then his private secre- 
tary, mentioned a meeting between three junior minis- 
ters—Mr Alan Clark, Mr William Waldegrave and Lord 
Trefgarne—in December 1988 at which the wording of 
the guidelines was revised. 


Mr Major marked the passage in the memo with a cross. 
“It's my cross on the paper because that is the first time 
I knew of it.” 


Days later further research by Mr Nicholas Bevan, then 
a senior Foreign Office official suggested the revised 
version of the guidelines had not been put into practice. 


Senior ministers were uncertain about how to respond to 
the barrage of parliamentary questions facing them. 
Having by now announced the Scott Inquiry they 
decided against further statements to Parliament. 


Mr Major said: “There was a great deal of uncertainty 
over what had happened over the 1988 wording. Had it 
been implemented or had it not? I couldn't know which 
was right. It 1s very dangerous to respond to Parliament 
when there 1s a doubt.” 


As Chancellor from 1989-90 papers relating to a Cabi- 
net-level meeting on the future of trade with Iraq were 
circulated to his private office. The meeting, chaired by 
Mr Hurd in July 1990 weeks before the invasion of 
Kuwait, decided to relax controls on defence exports to 
Irag. Mr Major said he did not see the papers nor attend 
the meeting. They were passed to a junior minister. 


As Prime Minister, issues concerning the Matrix 
Churchill prosecution were raised with him. Whitehall 
was concerned about the possibility of ministers setting a 
precedent by appearing as witnesses. The usual practice 
was for civil servants to represent them. 


Mr Major said he sought the Attorney-General’s advice 
and was told that Mr Clark and Lord Trefgarne should 
appear at the trial if called. 


The use of public interest immunity certificates in the 
case was the first time he had come across them in 
practice, said Mr Major. He had not inquired about the 
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contents of the documents they covered and was not 
involved in the decision to sign them. 


Later he and Mr Hurd agreed that if the certificates were 
overturned and sensitive documents were released to the 
defence, it would not be mght for the Government to try 
to stop the tral. 


The inquiry was adjourned until later this week. 


Major ‘Condemned’ for Backing Malaysian 
Project 

PM 1801154294 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 18 Jan 94 p 2 


[Sonia Purnell report: “Major Backed 234 Millon 
Pound Error”] 


[Text] Mr Major gave his personal backing to a contro- 
versial aid project in Malaysia which has been con- 
demned as a waste of 234 million pounds of taxpayers’ 
money, MPs were told yesterday. 


Sir Timothy Lankester, permanent secretary of the Over- 
seas Development Agency [ODA], told the Commons 
Public Accounts Committee that not only had Mr Hurd, 
Foreign Secretary, taken the unusual step of overruling 
his rejection of the Pergau power scheme, but he had 
done so in consultation with the Prime Minister. 


Both men were involved in the decision to proceed with 
an informal offer of assistance made to the Malaysian 
government by Lady Thatcher, when she was Prime 
Minister in 1989. 


The money has gone towards the 417 million pounds 
cost of a hydro-electric power project, being built by a 
consortium including British construction firms Balfour 
Beatty and Trafalgar House. 


Yet Sir Timothy, responsible for vetting overseas aid, 
had repeatedly warned ministers that Pergau was uneco- 
nomic and a waste of the limited overseas aid budget. 


He made his views clear right up until February 1991 
when the final decision to proceed was taken, he said. He 
sent two memoranda to ministers arguing against the 
project, although he has been barred from providing 
MPs with copies of the notes. 


Despite the size of the project, which has increased in 
cost by a third since 1989, ODA officials began a formal 
on-site economic appraisal of Pergau only one day before 
Lady Thatcher met the Malaysian prime minister and 
offered assistance. “there was great concern at the time 
(about this). It was well-recognised that a more substan- 
tial appraisal was deserved before an offer of aid. 


“But there was resistance to an appraisal from the 
consortium itself, the DTI [Department of Trade and 
Industry] and the High Commission in Kuala |.umpur 
because they thought it would disturb the negotiations,” 
Sir Timothy said. 
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He also took the opportunity to read out a new statement 
on the affair from Mr Hurd, whose role has already been 
criticised by the National Audit Office. 


Praising the conduct of his permanent secretary, the 
Foreign Secretary said he had taken his decision “from a 
wider perspective” and that it was the “right decision for 
British interests”. 


He added: ““We needed to take account, not only of the 
commitment made at the highest level, but also to the 
consequences for the United Kingdom if we failed to 
honour that commitment. 


UNITED KINGDOM il 


“Ministers decided that the Government, despite the 
increase in price, were bound by the undertaking given 
earlier.” 


Mr Hurd pointed out that British sales to Malaysia rose 
from 226 million pounds in 1986 to 635 million pounds 
in 1992. At one time, Malaysia had conducted a “Buy 
British Last” campaign, Sir Timothy added. 


Labour MPs sought to establish links between the aid 
offer and a simultaneous | billion [U_S. trillion] pound 
defence contract awarded by Malaysia. It is illegal for 
ministers to use aid as a means of securing defence sales 
but Sir Timothy would not be drawn on the allegations. 
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Diplomats Begin Intensive Work for Security 
Council Seat 

AU1901154494 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

19 Jan 93 p 2 


[Ruediger Moniac report: “Reserved Seat on World 
Security Council?”’] 


[Text] Bonn—The debate on the reform and enlarge- 
ment of the World Security Council, which has also been 
eagerly expected in Bonn, will start today at the United 
Nations in New York. A UN committee will be set up for 
this purpose. As desired by FRG Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel (Free Democratic Party of Germany), German 
diplomats are supposed to do intensive work in this 
body. They are instructed by the Federal Government to 
do everything over the short- and medium-term to secure 
a permanent seat on the Security Council, the highest 
UN executive body. According to the mandate of the 
past 48th General Assembly, the committee, in which all 
184 UN member states can participate, is to meet once a 
week until the beginning of the 49th General Assembly 
in the autumn, and then it is to present a report that “will 
describe first possible outlines of scenarios for an 
enlargement of the council.” According to diplomatic 
circles in Bonn, there is every indication that the United 
Nations will resolve its enlargement in 1995, its 50th 
anniversary. “Thus, the train of reform for the Security 
Council has been started. If Germany misses it, the next 
will presumably only be started again in 50 years,” a 
diplomat emphasized to DIE WELT. 


In a draft accepted by Kinkel for the work of German 
diplomats in New York, it is expected that Germany will 
have to assume “more political, military, and financial 
burdens within the framework of the international com- 
munity in the future” —independently of whether Ger- 
many is a permanent Security Council member. There- 
fore, it is in Germany's interest “also to be able to make 
decisions” in the “most exclusive club” of the most 
important international organization. After the United 
States and Japan, Bonn is the third largest UN contrib- 
utor, with 9 percent. Among the five permanent council 
members, it was the United States that applied in writing 
for the admission of Japan and Germany. France and 
Great Britain, which complete the quintet, in addition to 
the PRC and Russia, stated that they are not prepared 
for a reduction of their powers if the vouncil is enlarged. 


The work of the new UN committee primarily concen- 
trates on the question of how the 129 Third World 
countries can be represented if the council is enlarged. 
Their opinion is important because two-thirds of all UN 
members have to agree to an enlargement. 


Schaeuble Views CDU Election Strategy 


AU1801161694 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 14 Jan 94 p 8 


[Interview with Wolfgang Schaeuble, chairman of the 
CDU/CSU Bundestag group, by Dieter Schroeder and 
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Stefan Kornelius; place and date not given: “It Would 
Be Mistake To Do Without Kohl's Leadership Power™”’] 


[Text] Wolfgang Schaeuble, chairman of the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Union /Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU] Bund- 
estag group, opened the new year with warnings: In the 
Bundestag group and in other bodies of the party, he 
repeatedly pointed to surveys that showed disastrous results 
for the CDU. The party was giving the outward impression 
of lacking solidarity, and it appears to be lacking initiative 
and optimism at the beginning of a series of elections. 
Schaeuble urged for a rapid change. Instead of internal 
disputes, the CDU should concentrate on the opposition 
and reemphasize its authority in the spheres of economic 
and labor policy, internal and external security, and the 
family. Dieter Schroeder and Stefan Kornelius conducted 
the following interview with Schaeuble: 
[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] At the weekend, the 
CDU Federal Executive Committee will hold a meeting 
behind closed doors to discuss election strategies, among 
other issues. Do you have an idea of how to lead the 
CDU out of its current low? 


[Schaeuble! In this super election year, the CDU is facing 
the question of what strategy to meet the challenges. In 
the meeting, the CDU will, of course, also nominate its 
candidate to succeed Richard von Weizsaecker. As far as 
the political situation is concerned, one must not forget 
that the government and the coalition have made enor- 
mous achievements following the profound changes in 
Germany and Europe. Yet, these changes have also 
created insecurity, and those who bear political respon- 
sibility must now concentrate on those political spheres 
of action that are really of priority in order to eliminate 
any unclear points in the public debate and the apparent 
or actual controversies within our own camp. 


{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] How would you 
describe these spheres of action? 


[Schacuble] We must effectively strengthen economic 
growth and create more jobs; we must take care of 
external security. The people clearly feel dangers that are 
emanating from Bosnia to Russia. They feel that peace 
has not been absolutely ensured for either the present or 
the future. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Would you like to 
endorse yourself as the party that is taking care of 
Germany's security? 


[Schaeuble] We will definitely increasingly emphasize 
our responsibility regarding foreign and security policy. 
After all, that is also the decisive reason that, despite 
certain understandable criticism of many details of 
European developments, we quite rightly maintain the 
conviction that the path toward integration in the Euro- 
pean Union and the Atlantic Alliance must remain 
irreversible, for, in the center of Europe, it will only be 
through stronger integration that the united Germany 
will be able to gain a safe future in peace and freedom. 
The sphere of internal security is of equal importance. 
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The fourth area, the family, that ts to say the voluntary 
solidarity between the generations, is also a central issue 
for the stability of our liberal and social system. 


We will not only be judged by the diversity of the 
proposals and concepts, but the people expect decisions 
and action from us. This is why a controversy or the 
appearance of controversy within the coalition is a 
particular nuisance, which, if in doubt, will be to the 
disadvantage of all coalition partners, but most certainly 
to the disadvantage of the senior partner. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Are you referring to the 
controversy with the Free Democratic Party of Germany 
[FDP] over the bugging of suspected criminals’ private 
homes? 


{Schaeuble] With the 1994 anticrime law, which the gov- 
ernment and the coalition are now bringing along, we 
agreed with the FDP on a whole series of measures— 
agreement that was considered impossible in the coalition 
only a year agc There is growing understanding that 
freedom at home m._ht crumble. What is true is that we do 
remain at odds on one issue, and that is the issue of the 
electronic monitoring of private homes. We regard this as 
imperative, while our FDP colleagues—they are bound by 
an Opposing party congress resolution—are not yet pre- 
pared to change their position. Nevertheless, | am very 
optimistic that, in the medium-term, the FDP will change 
its position, because it must. Just think of the long debate 
on the asylum law, where we can see today that we were 
right to insist on our position. Nevertheless, as long as 
there is no agreement, there is a danger that disagreement 
on one point, one that is actually not crucial, forces 
everything else into the background. After all, disagree- 
ment makes better news and as long as we are in the 
law-making process, the things that are changing are 
incredibly difficult to get across to others. Let us take the 
debate on the amendment of the asylum law: Until last 
summer this was an issue where one side said that it meant 
the end of freedom. The others said that such an amend- 
ment would not change anything. Half a year later, and 
after it was implemented, one can see that, first, a suffi- 
cient number of persecuted and suffering persons still find 
shelter in Germany. One cannot say that the doors have 
been closed. On the other hand, the amendment did have 
its effect, with numbers clearly dropping, and procedures 
having been speeded up. The most important effect was 
that the relationship between German and foreign citizens 
has once again become more relaxed and less strained. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] The CSU seems to be 
thinking differently and intends to bring up the issue 


[Schaeuble] If you will permit me to say so, I understood 
the CSU differently. I think that there are many persons in 
the CSU who say—which is undeniable—that the new 
asylum law regulation has produced a significant decrease 
in the number of asylum-seekers, faster procedures, and 
more cases of deportation. Thus, it has been useful. Of 
course, one cannot say now that the probiem has been 


GERMANY 13 


completely solved. After all, there can be developments 
outside our borders that might once again lead to dramatic 
developments. Therefore, the continued concern for the 
stability of our liberal law-governed state, the citizens’ 
trust in the ability of the state to protect them remains an 
important issue also for the elections, whether in the 
campaign to the Bavarian Landtag, the European election, 
or the Bundestag election—there 1s no difference between 
the CDU and CSU here. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Does this not mean 
that you are fanning fears? 


[Schaeuble] No. The question of how we deal with the 
fact that there is such a huge—economical, political, and 
social—gap in Europe today, which might escalate to 
violence and enormous conflicts in no time, has to be 
foremost in our thoughts. This issue is not only part of 
the public discussion in Germany because it does worry 
people. I have said that the way in which the world is 
developing. the borders between internal and external 
security will get increasingly blurred. One has to take 
these concerns seriously. However, these concerns also 
include our ambition to maintain and improve peaceful, 
relaxed, and friendly co: .istence between Germans and 
foreign fellow citizens .. Germany. 


{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] By constantly referring 
to internal security, one gets the impression that, despite 
the failed first attempt, you intend to stick to the issue of 
using the Bundeswehr for tasks at home. 


{Schaeuble] I predict that the issue will remain high on 
the agenda until it is solved in the way I proposed. It will 
take some time, because it requires a Basic Law amend- 
ment, which, due to the refusal of the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany [SPD], cannot be achieved overnight. 
However, this does not change the fact that the issue has 
to be discussed. What is it all about? Well, the point is 
not to create new tasks for the Bundeswehr. Actually, the 
expression: Bundeswehr missions at home is also quite 
misleading. The real pornt is that situations may occur in 
which the federal and laender police forces reach the 
limits of their capacity. There is a simple example these 
days, which did not upset anybody and nobody even 
compared it with Franco's Spain: As the floodwaters 
were rising dangerously, our neighbor, Holland, used 
military forces to close parts of cities and to protect them 
against looters. I gave a different example from my prior 
personal experience: During preparations for the 1985 
world economic summit, for which I was responsible in 
my capacity as head of the Chancellor's Office, I had to 
deal with the question of how we could defend ourselves 
against a terrorist attack from the air. Such a threat 
existed at the time, and only the Bundeswehr could have 
offered such protection. However, our Basic Law ruled 
out such a mission. | saw that as an absolutely absurd 
situation. Besides, what do you mean when you say that 
my first attempt failed? The first opinion poll with which 
I am familiar proves that, although the published 
opinion is widely negative, my view is supported by a 
majority of those asked. 
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{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Still, you cannot even 
count on support from your own party! 


[Schaeuble] Yes, I can; I do now know of any dissenting 
opinion from within my party, apart from a statement by 
Volker Ruehe, who said the Bundeswehr does not need 
any new tasks. He does not need any new tasks for the 
Bundeswehr—that ts absolutely true. 


{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Do you have the 


feeling that the SPD is beginning to get dangerous for 
you” 


{Schaeuble] It is true that Mr. Scharping and the SPD are 
pursuing quite a clever strategy or tactics. However, they 
are not solving a single problem. The issue of 
Bundeswehr missions within the framework of the 
United Nations has not been solved; on the contrary, the 
SPD is obstructing it. The issue of nursing care insurance 
remains unsolved for the same reasons. Internal security 
is Not solved, either. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Sul, your problems 
with the FDP are even greater. 


[Schaeuble] No, only the SPD is obstructing these issues. 
Regarding the use of electronic listening devices, there 
has been no SPD initiative, neither in the Bundestag nor 
in the Bundesrat. Mr. Scharping’s tactic 1s to keep a very 
low profile for the SPD—tbasically to refuse confronta- 
tion or debate alternatives, and, instead, say that insecu- 
rity and ill feelings really do exist, and there is a lot of 
criticism of necessary austerity measures, and that the 
government alone is to be blamed for everything. There- 
fore, I say that in the upcoming debates we must more 
clearly work out the opposition’s alternatives or force 
them to present their alternatives, or say that they do not 
have any. It is true that the current situation is too 
comfortable for the SPD. 


|[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Still, you will hardly be 
able to reduce unemployment before election day, and 
you still have to agree on considerable cuts to finance it. 


[Schaeuble}] What is correct is that we will not be able to 
do without cuts. What is also true is that, to achieve 
sustained strengthening of the forces for economic 
recovery, we have to examine certain well-acquired 
rights—such as in the sphere of deregulation, for 
example whether we extend the employment promotion 
law with the possibility of restricted protection against 
dismissal for the initial phase of employment, or whether 
we should authorize private labor exchanges. 


What 1s also true is that the difficult situation on the 
labor market cannot be dramatically changed for the 
better in the short term. The people have to be told so 
with great frankness. | think what is also true, however, 
is that most people basically know and understand that 
and are ready to put up with the necessary changes. 
“ooking at the wage agreement in the chemical industry, 
1 have to say with respect that his wide public debate on 
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what 1s possible and necessary has not remained without 
an effect. This has made me optimistic also regarding the 
upcoming elections. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Nevertheless, you will 
have to cope with the problem of the lacking social 
balance of the austerity measures. 


[Schaeuble] I'll tell you something: The social democrats 
and socialists of all shades have always known how to 
make envy the driving force of their policy. It 1s true that 
e7~ 3° a strong human motivation. On the other hand, 
Sh°*  ason is not so hopelessly inferior cither, because, 
otherwise, one would have to become pessimistic 
regarding the prospects for the development of man and 
society.... Therefore, | say that any person who has a 
basic knowledge of economics knows that, considering 
the current difficult economic situation and in addition 
to the significant increase in taxes and rates that came 
into force on | January, we were unable to introduce 
further massive tax increases in 1994 unless we incurred 
further dangers for economic development and, conse- 
quently, for jobs. 


Since this is the case, we have said that we would not be 
able to reintroduce the solidarity tax before 1995. We 
have to reintroduce it because, after 40 years of socialism 
and German division, the financial burden cannot be 
funded otherwise. As for the struggle between economic 
reason—as represented by the CDU—and the socialist 
feeling of envy, I am optimistic that we will be the 
winner. | do admit that we have not yet won it. After all, 
the election year has only just begun. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Regardless of any con- 
frontation strategy, does your party not first have to 
regain lost authority in this sphere? 


[Schaeuble] We must quickly make clear how, in the long 
term, we will achieve more growth and more jobs. This 
cannot always be attained by increasing taxes and rates 
but only by cutting public spending. At almost 52 per- 
cent, the state and tax rate is now almost as high as in the 
early 80°s when Helmut Kohl first became chancellor. 
We brought it down to 46 percent in the 80's, which was 
an enormous success and the real reason for sustained 
economic upswing and stability in that decade. As a 
result of German unity, we have now fallen back to the 
level of the early 80's. By the end of the decade we have 
to reduce it again. This is possible through tough deci- 
sions and disputes. If we manage to achieve it, we will 
have more growth, more jobs, and more social security in 
the long run. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Why is family policy 
such a priority for you? 


[Schaeuble] It is a question not only of money but also of 
priorities. In connection with Basic Law amendments, 
some people have requested that all possible forms of 
human coexistence—which I do not want to valuate—be 
regarded as equal with marriage and family, which boils 








FBIS-WEUL-94-012 
19 January 1994 


down to a devaluation of the institutionalized prece- 
dence given to marriage and family. The decisive ques- 
tion 1s: What about the solidarity between the genera- 
tions? How can we preserve social stability in the long 
term when an ever-shrinking number of people have to 
bear responsibility for new generations? In human his- 
tory, or what we know of it, no better community of 
solidarity than the family has been found yet. The family 
has been greatly debilitated and must now be strength- 
ened again. One element for it is the nursing care 
insurance. This ts why we will not give up our struggle to 
overcome the SPD's obstructionist position. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Has the nursing care 
insurance still a chance in this legislative term? 


[Schaeuble] | hope so, because everything else would be 
irresponsible. What the SPD majority is doing in the 
Bundesrat is an abuse of constitutional policy. There- 
fore, we will not give up. In the talks between party and 
Bundestag group chairmen in the Chancellor's Office, we 
basically reached complete agreement. Since, in connec- 
tion with the law on continued remuneration, which 
does not require the SPD's support, the SPD wants to 
achieve something that cannot be achieved without a 
majority in the Bundestag, it is now trying to press for 
changes of the law on continued remuneration by 
refusing to support the nursing care insurance in the 
Bundesrat. This is an abuse of constitutional policy. We 
will not tolerate that. I do not think that, in the long 
term, the SPD will be able to thwart the agreement on 
nursing care insurance because of that. Therefore, the 
issue is neither dead nor over. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Has this government 
not become tired after so many years in power, is it not 
a “lame duck” nine months before the election? 


[Schaeuble] No, even though the SPD will try to take 
advantage of such feelings—such an election campaign is 
also an exciting competition, after all—and say: “oh 
well, he has been federal chancellor for so long, he is a 
great man with great historical merit, he is the chancellor 
of German unity, and he has done more for European 
unification than any other since Konrad Ade- 
nauer, but at the end of 1994 he will have been in office 
for 12 years.” My simple response will be: When there 
are so many changes; when there is so much insecurity; 
when the risks in terms of foreign policy have become 
greater, less predictable, and more difficult to calculate 
than they may have been in the past, it is an immense 
resource and an enormous advantage for Germany tc 
have a federal chancellor with such an unparalleled 
degree of experience and international reputation and 
influence. Just take the GATT negotiations. The only 
one who was able to dissolve the dispute between the 
Americans and French was Helmut Kohli. He could do it. 
That the NATO summit concluded with the result that 
NATO once again assumed responsibility for the eastern 
European reform states has a lot to do with Helmut 
Kohl. Therefore, | am saying that Helmut Kohl must 
remain federal chancellor after this year, too. 
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[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Suill, this feeling is not 
shared by everybody in your own party... 


[Schaeuble] .. not yet! 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] ... but people seem to 
get a certain pleasure from talking about repeatedly 
spreading rumors of a coup... 


[Schaeuble] ... no 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Yes, even you are 
familiar with this scenario: After a defeat in the Lower 
Saxon election in March, the question of whether we can 
still win the Bundestag election with Helmut Kohl will be 
raised. Would we not have to replace him, would we not 
have to present a new candidate? Then there would be 
only one, namely Wolfgang Schacuble. 


[Schaeuble] No, such scenarios do not exist in the 
CDU—or at least I am not familiar with them. More- 
over, | would tell anybody wanting to conduct such a 
discussion with me what I have just told you, namely 
that we would be making a terrible mistake to do without 
the power to assert authority, the leadership power, the 
confidence, that Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl dis- 
plays at home and abroad. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] You have always acted 
like somebody who called for unity within the CDU/ 
CSU. Does that mean that you want to bury the domes- 
tic-policy controversy over the way in which Roman 
Herzog was suddenly nominated by the CSU in Kreuth? 


[Scheeuble] | have said in the Bundestag that it is 
actually somewhat regrettable that in a question over 
which there is actually no controversy—after all, we are 
in full agreement that Roman Herzog is to be the 
CDU/CSU'’s candidate for federal president—for a few 
days we did give the impression that we were of a 
differing opinion here. I have, therefore, appealed to 
everyone to frustrate such an impression. It is good that 
this controversy will not continue. We must now, for 
God's sake, frustrate the impression that we are of a 
differing opinion on this issue, when, in reality, we are 
not. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Will there be any fur- 
ther attempts to win the FDP’s support for a joint 
candidate, or is that impossible? 


[Schaeuble] I think that we should not continue this 
discussion. The FDP has dutifully proposed Hildegard 
Hamm-Bruecher and made the necessary declarations. I 
think that in the Federal Assembly we will see the 
election of the CDU/CSU candidate. 


{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Are you not bound to 
face permanent controversy with the CSU in the next 
few months? The CSU is fighting for survival, you are 
fighting for your survival, and the CSU ts constantly 
irying to acquire a strong image. The issue of “grand 
coalition” also created controversy in Kreuth. If the 
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CDU were to agree on such a coalition, the CSU plans to 
disassociate itself from the CDU. 


[Schaeuble} One cannot speak of disassociation; after all, 
from whom did Theo Waige! disassociate himself? We 
are in absolute agreement, and we have talked about i 
this morning (Wednesday) at the level of party and 
Bundestag group chairmen of the coalition that we are 
not secking a grand coalition but will do everything to 
achieve a majority i= order to continue the coalition 
between the CDU/CSU and the FDP. There is no 
difference of opinion between Theo Waigel, Helmut 
Kohl, and Wolfgang Schacubie. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But there is a differ- 
ence between what you are trying to achieve and the 
current speculation in case one has _ » other choice. Even 
you have not completely ruled out a grand coalition, 
because you cannot, really. It will all depend on the 
election result, over which we have no influence. 


[Schaeuble] We do have a certain influence. Neverthe- 
less, it would be stupid to indulge in too much specula- 
tion. As a politician with a certain assignment to lead 
and to bear responsibility, | have to say what I want, 
what I am aiming at, and what | am struggling for. Of 
course, as a democrat I have to respect any election 
result. Still, as long as the polling stations are not yet 
closed and have not even opened, for that matter, I do 
not have to indulge in any speculation as to what might 
be, but I have to concentrate on what | can offer the 
voters. And this is what we are concentrating on; then 
the voters will decide, and those who gct elected have the 
duty to respect the election result and draw their conclu- 
sions. 

[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Still, you would be a 
bad politician if you did not also include the possibility 
of a grand coalition in your calculations. 


[Schaeuble] I would be a fool or idiot if I were to indulge 
in such public speculation. 


Scharping Views SPD Policies, Election 
Campaign 


AU 1801120694 Berlin DIE WELT in German 17 Jan 
94 p2 


[Interview with SPD Chairman Rudolf Scharping by 
Ulrich Rosenbaum; place and date not given: “Scharp- 
ing: There Will Be No Cooperation With SED Successor 
Party”} 


[Text] [Rosenbaum] In Lower Saxony, you have just 
opened the election campaign for the super election year. 
Will it be a year of punches and jabs? 


[Scharping] No. The Social Democrats are interested in 
advocating their factual positions and in seeking a con- 
frontation with the government when it arises from the 
factual positions. 


[Rosenbaum] What are the main topics? 


FBIS-WEL-94-012 
19 January 1994 


[Scharping] Combating unemployment, new economic 
growth that 1s compatible with the environment, mod- 
ernizing the economy, relieving labor of the costs that 
have nothing to do with employees, reconstructing the 
east—this is the business of the community as a whole— 
the hou ing shortage, and eliminating other social injus- 
tices. 

[Rosenbs um] In view of the new threats from the East— 
keyword Zhirinovskiy—might the voters not finally 
ee sae SS Cae ee See in 

ice? 


[Scharping] Why? The Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many [SPD] : is currently the only party that can present 
a consistent foreign policy concept, which 1s completely 
in the tradition of the foreign policies of Willy Brandt 
and Helmut Schmidt. The key words are European 
integration, development of a new Ostpolitik that also 
has economic and employment policy prospects, and, 
now as before, close friendly relations with the United 
States of America. in the field of European integration, 
the chancellor's basic policies are supported by the SPD. 
But he is becoming increasingly lonely in his own party. 
By the way, however, I cannot imagine that the Bund- 
estag elections will be very strongly influenced by foreign 
politics. U.S. President Bush, who was voted out of 
office shortly afterward, also indulged in this illusion. 


[Rosenbaum] The CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union] has teow agreed on 
Roman Herzog as candidate for the president's office. 
Wo you still proceed on the assumption that the majority 
of the Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] electors 
will vote for Rau? 


[Scharping] | proceed on the assumption that in the 
Federal Assembly there are, independent of party mem- 
bership, enough autonomous women and men who will 
make their decision for Germany's best benefit. And the 
best for this office is clearly Johannes Rav. 


[Rosenbaum] Are you picased thai the FDP hes post- 
poned a statement on a coalition to September and will 
possibly not make one at all? 


[Scharping] At any rate, this shows {)at the coalition is 
no longer internally consistent and the FDP is thinking. 
However, my concern for the partners in the coalition is 
limited and the FDP has to make its decision itse!/. 1 will 
watch this with interest. 


[Rosenbaum] What about the secret agreement with 
Joschka Fischer that a Red-Green coalition is to be 
formed? 


[Scharping] Journalists never report things that are 
incorrect. At most, they sometimes make mistakes. As 
far as this matter is concerned, | am interested in gaining 
voters for the SPD from all other partics. 


[Rosenbaum] The CDU/CSU called on you to clearly 
dissociate yourself from the Party of Democratic 
Socialism [PDS]. What about it? 
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[Scharping] There will be no cooperation between the 
SPD and the PDS. For the Social Democrats, the PDS is 
not just a normal political opponent, but the direct 
successor organization of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany [SED], from which we totally dissociated our- 
selves. By the way, the reproach from the ranks of the 
CDU/CSU is an absurd reversal of the situation. In 
eastern Germany there are several examples of the CDU 
hoisting PDS people into public office and, on the other 
hand, availing itself of the PDS support to deny public 
office to the Social Democratic winners of the Branden- 
burg election to the advantage of members of the old 
bloc parties and old f -ndships between the CDU and 
the PDS. If the exhortations addressed to the Social 
Democrats are to be even slightly credible, the CDU 
would have to expel people who make common cause 
with the PDS. 


[Rosenbaum] These days its own past is, once again, 
catching up with the SPD. I mean the accusations against 
Wehner [former chairman of the SPD Bundestag 
Group]. You could simply say: Why should this affect 
me? All that happened long before my time... 


[Scharping] | specifically do not say this. Someone who 
bears responsibility for a party does not dissociate him- 
self from the history of this party. I do not see any reason 
at all to rewrite history in any way. Herbert Wehner 
intensively advocated the growing together of the Ger- 
mans, decent humanitanan conditions, and concrete 
help. This is of lasting value. The historians are to 
examine the rest. However, it is not a topical political 
question. 

[Rosenbaum] The parties have come to an agreement on 
the question of the move of the capital. Will there be 
peace now and will the decision in the major round be 
final? 


[Scharping] Yes. | am personally satisfied with the result, 
as far as the German Bundestag and compensation for 
the Bonn region are concerned. However, | add the 
following: From my point of view, the Federal Govern- 
meni can move carlier. It will take a relatively long time 
and it absolutely has to be connected both with the 
question of costs and the modernization of the govern- 
ment work itself. 


[Rosenbaum] If you were chancellor, would you raise 
these questions anew? 


[Scharping] Yes, then | would be able to do so because all 
these are questions whose organization is controlled by 
the Federal Government and the chancellor. 
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Become / ‘ive on the Labor Market Before the Elec- 
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[Text] Bonn—In view of growing unemployment, the 
Federal Government 1s planning to extend the existing 
instruments in terms of labor policy in the course of the 
year. Hence, subsidies to wage costs should be paid in the 
old laender, too, people receiving unemployment bene- 
fits should be used fc- seasonal work; and private labor 

should be licensed t the federal 
territory. This has been established by an “Action Pro- 
gram for More Growth and Employment,” worked out 
under the auspices of Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt. It 1s to be presented to the Bundestag coalition 
groups on Tuesday [18 January]. 


The program, previously announced by the federal eco- 
nomics minister, was worked out by Rexrodt with Min- 
isters Waigel and Bluem as well as Schacuble and Solms, 
the heads of the CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union] and FDP [Free Demo- 
cratic Party] Bundestag groups. It should be presented by 

ederal Chancellor Helmut Kohl shortly, following dis- 
cussions in the Bundestag groups and the cabinet. It 
essentially consists of elements from the Rexrodt paper 
on securing Germany as an economic center and of 
proposals included in the CDU economic program that 
the CDU Executive Committee adopted last weekend. 
As carly as last Friday, Rexrodt hinted about certain 
points of the program, such as the continuation of the 
policy of easing the tax burden and a number of initia- 
tives to simplify the tax system. Moreover, an equity 
capital relief program should be reintroduced to promote 
medium-sized enterprises in the old laender, the estab- 
lishment of innovative enterprises and master craftsmen 
courses should be promoted through low interest loans, 
ang the transition from unemployment to self- 
employment should be subsidized by six months of 


bridging money. 


To improve and expand the set of instruments of labor 
market policy, the paper proposes to permit the conver- 
sion of unemployment benefits into wage subsidies also 
in regions of the old laender that are particularly badly 
hit by structural crises. This measure is intended to 
expire at the end of 1996. It is limited to one year in each 
individual case, and should be based on special rates that 
must not exceed 80 percent of the income for compa- 
rable work under applicable wage agreements. More- 
over, the amount of income that can be subsidized is 
limited to 4,323 German marks [DM] per month in the 
old and DM3,348 in the new laender. The spheres of 
employment mentioned are environmental improve- 
ment, social services, and youth work. Further proposals 
in this connection include: |. a nationwide offer of ‘int 
tasks for those receiving unemployment benefiis; 2. 
increased use of persons on unemployment benefits for 
seasonal jobs; 3. labor exchanges that are half-state and 
half- privately run, but also such offices that are purely 
privatcly run; and 4. the extension of the Employment 
Promotion Law, which will expire in 1995, and which, 
among other things, provides for time-limited labor 
contracts for another five years. Further plans include an 
efficient fight against illegal employment and illegal 
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CDU were to agree on such a coalition, the CSU plans to 
disassociate itself from the CDU. 


{Schaeuble] One cannot speak of disassociation, after all, 
from whor did Theo Waige! disassociate himself? We 
are in absoluic agreement, and we have talked about 1 
this morning (Wednesday) at the level of party and 
Bundestag group chairmen of the coalition that we are 
not secking a gcand coalition but will do everything to 
achic've a majority in order to continue the coalition 
between the CDU/CSU and the FDP. There is no 
difference of opinion between Theo Waigel, Helmut 
Kohi, and Wolfgang Schaeubie. 


{[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But there is a differ- 
ence between what you are trying to achieve and the 
current speculation in case one has no other choice. Even 
you have not completely ruled out a grand coalition, 
because you cannot, really. It will all depend on the 
election result, over which we have no influence. 


[Schaeuble] We do have a certain influence. Neverthe- 
less, it would be stupid to indulge in too much specula- 
tion. As a politician with a certain assignment to lead 
and to bear responsibility, | have to say what I want, 
what I am aiming at, and what | am struggling for. Of 
course, as a democrat I have to respect any election 
result. Stili, as long as the polling stations are not yet 
closed and have not even opened, for that matter, I do 
not have to indulge in any speculation as to what might 
be, but I have to concentrate on what | can offer the 
voters. And this is what we are concentrating on; then 
the voters will decide, and those who get elected have the 
duty to respect the election result and draw their conclu- 
sions. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Still, you would be a 
bad politician if you did not also include the possibility 
of a grand coalition in your calculations. 


[Schaeuble] | would be a fool or idiot if 1 were to indulge 
in such public speculation. 


Scharping Views SPD Policies. Election 
Campaign 


AU 1801120694 Berlin DIE WELT in German 17 Jan 
94 p2 


{Interview with SPD Chairman Rudolf Scharping by 
Ulrich Rosenbaum; place and date not given: “Scharp- 
ing: There Will Be No Cooperation With SED Successor 
Party”) 


[Text] [Rosenbaum] In Lower Saxony, you have just 
opened the election campaign for the super election year. 
Will it be a year of punches and jabs? 


{Scharping] No. The Social Democrats are interested in 
advocating their factual positions and in secking a con- 
frontation with the government when it arises from the 
factual positions. 


[Rosenbaum] What are the main topics? 
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{[Scharping] Combating unemployment, new economic 
growth thai 1s compatible with the environment, mod- 
ernizing the economy, reiieving iabor of the costs that 
have nothing to do with employees, reconstructing the 
east—this 1s the business of the community as a whole— 
the housing shortage, and eliminating other social injus- 
tices. 


[Rosenbaum] In view of the new threats from the East— 
keyword Zhirinovskiy—might the voters not finally 
prefer to leave the present Federal Government in 
office? 


[Scharping] Why? The Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many [SPD] is currently the only party that can present 
a consistent foreign policy concept, which is com pletely 
in the tradition of the foreign policies of Willy Brandt 
and Helmut Schmidt. The key words are European 
integration, development of a new Ostpolitik thai also 
has economir and employment policy prospects. and, 
now as before, close friendly relations with the United 
States of America. In the field of European integration, 
the chancellor's basic policies are supported by the SPD. 
But he is becoming increasingly lonely in his own party. 
By the way, however, I cannot imagine that the Bund- 
estag elections will be very strongly influenced by foreiwn 
politics. U.S. President Bush, who was voted cu: of 
office shortly afterward, also indulged in this illusion. 


[Rosenbaum] The CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union] has now agreed on 
Roman Herzog as candidate for the president's office. 
Do you still proceed on the assumption that the majority 
of the Free Democratic Party of Gei:aany [FDP] electors 
will vote for Rau? 


[Scharping] | proceed on the assumption that in the 
Federal Assembly there are, independent of party mem- 
bership, enough autonomous women and men who will 
make their decision for Germany's best benefit. And the 
best for this office is clearly Johannes Rau. 


[Rosenbaum] Are you pleased that the FDP has post- 
poned a statement on a coalition to September and will 
possibly not make one at all? 


[Scharping] At any rate, this shows that the coalition is 
no longer internally consistent and the FDP is thinking. 
However, my concern for the partners in the coalition is 
limited and the FDP has to make its decision itself. 1 will 
watch this with interest. 


[Rosenbaum] What about the secret agreement with 
Joschka Fischer that a Red-Green coalition is to be 
formed? 


[Scharping] Journalists never report things that are 
incorrect. At most, they sometimes make mistakes. As 
far as this matter is concerned, | am interested in gaining 
voters for the SPD from all other parties. 


[Rosenbaum] The CDU/CSU called on you to clearly 
dissociate yourself from the Party of Democratic 
Socialism [PDS]. What about it? 
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[Scharping] There will be no cooperation between the 
SPD and the PDS. For the Social Democrats, the PDS 1s 
not just a normal political opponent, but the direct 
successor organization of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany [SED], from which we totally dissociated our- 
selves. By the way. the reproach from the ranks of the 
CDU/CSU 1s an absurd reversal of the situation. In 
eastern Germany there are several examples of the CDU 
horsting PDS people into public office and, on the other 
aand, availing itself of the PDS support to deny public 
office to the Social Democratic winners of the Branden- 
burg ciection to the advantage of members of the old 
bloc parties and old friendships between the CDU and 
the PDS. It the exhortations addressed to the Social 
Democrats are to be even slightly credible, the CDU 
would have to expel people who make common cause 
with the PDS. 


[Rosenbaum] These days its own past is, once again, 
catching up with the SPD. I mean the accusations against 
Wehner [former chairman of the SPD Bundestag 
Group]. You could simply say: Why should this affect 
me? All that happened long before miy time... 


[Scharping] | specifically de mot say this. Someone who 
bears responsibility for a paity does not dissociate him- 
self from the history of this party. I do not see any reason 
at all to rewrite history in any way. Herbert Wehner 
intensively advocated the growing together of the Ger- 
mans, decent humanitanan conditions, and concrete 
help. This is of lasting value. The historians are to 
examine the rest. However, it is not a topical political 
question. 


[Rosenbaum] The parties have come to an agreement on 
the question of the move of the capital. Will there be 
peace now and will the decision in the major round be 
final? 


[Scharping] Yes. | am personally satisfied with the result, 
as far as the German Bundestag and compensation for 
the Bonn region are concerned. However, | add the 
following: From my point of view, the Federal Govern- 
ment can move earlier. It will take a relatively long time 
and it absolutely has to be connected both with the 
question of costs and the modernization of the govern- 
ment work itsell. 


[Rosenbaum] If you were chancellor, would you raise 
these questions anew” 


[Scharping] Yes, then I would be able to do so because all 
these are questions whose organization is controlled by 
the Federal Government and the chancellor. 
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[Text] Bonn—Iin view of growing uncmployment, the 
Federal Government 1s planning to extend the existing 
instruments in terms of labor polecy in the course of the 
year. Hence, subsidies to wage costs should be paid in the 
old laender, too, people rece:ving unemployment bene- 
fits should be used for seasonal work: and private labor 
exchanges should be licensed throughout the federal 
territory. This has been established by an “Action Pro- 
gram for More Growth and Employment,” worked out 
under the auspices of Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt. It 1s to be presented to the Bundestag coalition 
groups on Tuesday [18 January]. 


The program, previously announced by the federal eco- 
nomics minister, was worked out by Rexrodt with Min- 
isters Waigel and Bluem as well as Schacuble and Solms, 
the heads of the CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union] and FDP [Free Demo- 
cratic Party] Bundestag groups. It should be presented by 
Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl shortly, following dis- 
cussions in the Bundestag groups and the cabinet. It 
essentially consists of elements from the Rexrodt paper 
on securing Germany as an economic center and of 
proposals included in the CDU economic program that 
the CDU Executive Committee adopted last weekend. 
As carly as last Friday, Rexrodt hinted about certain 
points of the program, such as the continuation of the 
policy of casing the tax burden and a number of initia- 
tives to simplify the tax system. Moreover, an equity 
capital relief program should be reintroduced to promote 
medium-sized enterprises in the old laender, the estab- 
lishment of innovative enterprises and master craftsmen 
courses should be promuted through low interest loans, 
and the transition from unemployment to self- 
employment should be subsidized by six months of 


bridging moncy. 


To improve and expand the set of instruments of labor 
market policy, the paper proposes to permit the conver- 
sion of unemployment benefits into wage subsidies also 
in regions of the old laender that are particularly badly 
hit by structural crises. This measure is intended to 
expire at the end of 1996. 11 1s limited to one year in each 
individual case, and should be based on special rates that 
must not exceed 80 percent of the income for compa- 
rable work under applicable wage agreements. More- 
over, the amount of income that can be subsidized is 
limited to 4.323 German marks [DM] per month in the 
old and DM3,348 in the new laender. The spheres of 
employment mentioned are environmental improve- 
ment, social services, and youth work. Further proposals 
in this connection include: |. a nationwide offer of joint 
tasks for those receiving unemployment benefits, 2. 
increased use of persons on unemployment benefits for 
seasonal jobs, 3. labor exchanges that are half-state and 
half- privately run, but also such offices that are purely 
privatcly run; and 4. the extension of the Employment 
Promotion Law, which will expire in 1995, and which, 
among other things, provides for time-limited labor 
contracts for another five years. Further plans include an 
efficient fight against illegal employment and illegal 
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work. Employers with a proven record of illegal employ- 
ment of foreigners should be excluded from public 
tenders in the future. 


Further Bonn action program projects, some of which 
are listed as medium-term measures, include the abol:- 
tion of the L.w Governing Discounts and the allowance 
regulation, a demand Rexrodt raised some time ago, and 
an amendment of the law on budget principics to 
increase the use of privatization potentials ai the level of 
laender and communities. By the end of March 1994, the 
Federal Government will come up with a final decision 
on a concept for financing the planned Hamburg-Berlin 
Transrapid high-speed train conmscction. To case the 
tense situation in the construction of social housing, the 
authors of the action program refer to the 1994 law on 


promoting housing construction. 
Rexrodt Says Kinkel Comments ‘Adventurous 
Speculation 


AU 1801 180194 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 17 Jan 94 p 1 


[“tl"-signed report: “Election Programs Concentrate on 
Economic, Financial Issues™] 
[Text] ge political parties represented in the 
focusing on economic and 
financial fang sce Rudolf chairman of 
the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD], said in 
Bonn on 17 January that the determination with which 
the SPD has concentrated on the great economic and 
social issues is decisive for the party's “successful 
course.” This includes an economic policy forum on the 
modernization of Germany's economic base, at which 
the SPD will discuss its government program with entre- 
preneurs later this month. 


Prior to the Federal Government's 17 January meeting 
on additional spending cuts of DM7.5 billion, Scharping 
doubted that the planned new could be lim- 
ited to DM70 billion. Scharping said Federal Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel’s (Christian Social Unior—CSU) 
budget “borders on a falsification of the balance sheet.” 


There were differences of opinion on the budget policy 
within the Free Democratic Party [FDP]. According to 
party chairman Klaus Kinkel, the government will not 
survive 1994 without a supplementary budget. This was 
rejected by Federal Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt (FDP) as “adventurous speculation.” At the 
ministers’ meeting, Kinkel rejected additional spending 
cuts on the defense and educational sectors. He said the 
Bundeswehr was not the nation’s reserve cash box. 
Following ‘aiks with scientific organizations, Kinkel 
stressed the importance of biotechnology for Germany 
as an invesiment center. The Christian Democratic 
Union presented its economic program on |7 January. It 
is supposed to show ways out of the economic crisis over 
the medium term and was approved by the perty’s 
leading bodies at a closed meeting in Windhagen near 
Bonn last weekend [15-16 January]. 


FBIS-WEL-94412 
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Details of Planned Defense Budget Cuts 


AU 1801165994 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 16 Jan 94 p 6 


[Michael J. Inacker report: “Will 20,000 Fewer Con- 
scripts Be Called Up Than Orginally Planned”) 


[Text] Bonn--The Bundeswehr must expect further 
drastic cuts totaling at least | to 1.2 billon German 
marks [DM] in the current fiscal year. Thus, « becomes 
questionable whether its serviceability can be main- 
tained to the originally planned degree. 


According to WELT AM SONNTAG, the new cuthacks, 
higher than the Bundeswehr leadership expected, are 
part of a necessary austerity package that the govern- 
ment and the coalition want to use to cover a budget 
defictt of DMS billion. On Monday [17 January], 
Defense Minister Volker Ruche (Christian Democratic 
Union) and other ministers affected by the austerity 
measures are to meet with Chancellor Helmut Kohli. The 
Bundestag group leaderships will discuss the required 
cutbacks on Tuesday, and the Budget Committee on 
Wednesday. 


The leadership of the Defense Ministry and the defense 
politicians of the government coalition intend to absorb 
the latest cuts largely within the existing structures and 
with a planned Bundeswehr strength of 370,000 men, 
and not carry out fundamental changes concerning the 
Bundeswehr planning over the next few years. 
Through cutbacks im tramuing, exercises, and Armed 
Forces maintenance, and by “waiting for the election 
year to pass,” further reductions in investments and 
modernization are to be forestalled, an officer pointed 
out. According to the latest calculations, the share of 
investments in the defense budget will drop to 21.9 
percent in 1994 (im 1989, before the collapse of the 
socialist camp, it was 32.4 percent). 


Defense Ministry officials hope that these are the last 
cuts, and that the Bundeswehr will have a budget of 
DM47.5 billion at its disposal from 1995, as agreed 
between Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel, and Defense Minister Volker Ruche in 
June 1993. Only if these promises are kept are the 
additional cutbacks acceptable, officials pointed out. 


The following measures are expected: 


—$0 percent reduction of the funds for training and 
exercises. Thus, the costs for railway transports and 
the transfer of an army division will be lowered from 
the planned DMS million to 2.5 million. In the main 
armed forces divisions, exercises at the unit level 
(battalion, brigade, division) will be drastically 
reduced. For the first time, the cuts also affect exer- 
cises of the crisis reaction brigades. 

—Expense allowances of soldiers for stays ai training 
areas (“bush moncy™) will partly be reduced by 20 
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percent. For some divisions, this will mean DM1.5 
milhon instead of DM2.5 millon. 


—Duty traming of reservists will be reduced. 


—The annual flying hours of ai force pilots will be 
reduced from 180 (as demanded by NATO) to 150. 


—Construction and infrastructure projects will be 
reduced. Thus, the planned transfer of the officer's 
college from Hanover to Dresden might be postponed. 


—To “.“ve money quickly.” about 10,000 to 20,000 
fewer conscripts *e to be called up throughout 1994. 
This measure will we particularly effective in the 
second half of the year and means that over 100 
companies will noi be compicte or will have to remain 
idle for three months. However, this entails problems 
concerning the recruitment of young officers. 


Within the Armed Forces, the cxupected cuts have been 
described as “disastrous for the motivation” of the 
young soldiers and conscripts in particular. On thes basis, 
it will no longer be possible to achieve traiming goals 
(above all, “combined arms combat") im many areas. 


For Paul Brewer, the defense spokesman of the Bund- 
estag group of the Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union, this “additional defense budget 
contnbution to balancing the federal budget 1s unavond- 
able.” However, the austerity measures do not require 1 
new Bundeswehr structure. “Arid great difficulties, 4 
might be possible to save DM i ballon in 1994 that myat 
reheve the budget considerably.” 


Breuer cited “quicker decisions on applications for carly 
retirement among civilian personnel” as possible ficids 
where money can be saved. He mentioned a “possibile 
amount of DM250 million.” Moreover, rationalization 
measures in the spheres of supply. material maintenance. 
and operation should be moved forward. Also, moncy 
will be released as a result of the end of the Somalia 
mission on 3! March. 


According to the planning guideline issued by Defense 
Minister Velker Ruche in fall last year. the Bundeswehr 
iS again, to a greater extent, to be considered an entity. In 
fact, the divisron into rapid reaction and main defense 
armed forces remains, but the development of a two- 
class army should be prevented. 


After experts favored lighter forces transportable by aur, 
mechanized armored units are to be given priority again 
because of UN expenences in Bosnia and Somalia and 
the oncreased army awareness of its task to defend the 
country. There are plans to upgrade the combat effec- 
tiveness of 225 “Leopard I” and of another 600 
armored personne! carriers of the army to “Marder A3.” 
On Ruche’s orders, 1 ts to be determined whether 
approximately 160 multipurpose support helicopters 
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(UHV) should be procured msicad of the planned 75 
There are also plans to buy the peep-luke light reconnars- 
sance vehicle “Zobel” for crises reaction and UN tasks. 


The personal cquipmen: of the soldiers 1s also to be 
improved. The new combat uniforms, the new helmets. 
and the protection vests are to be supplied 
more quickly. The obsolete G-3 nfle 1s w be replaced 
with a more modern and lghter weapon with a smaiier 
caliber (5.56 mm). 


For the Navy. caght new frogates and four U-212 subma- 
rines are stoll planned—in the irterest of the German 


Kohl Supports Call For Public Sector Pay Freeze 


LD1901131394 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1240 
GMT 19 Jan 94 


[Text] Magdeburg (DDP/ADN)}—Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has supported the call by Intenor Minister Man- 
fred Kanther for a pay freeze mm the public sector. it 1s 
impossible to rmove outside the gereral development of 
the economy, the chancellor said at a news conference im 
Magdeburg today. Kohl declined to give figures for his 
expectations for the pay and conditions round. Securing 
jobs has priority, he said. 


Lafontaine Supports Tax Cuts for Lower Incomes 
AU1901154294 Hamburg BILD in German 19 Jan 94 p 2 


[Interview with Saarland Munster President Oskar 
Lafontaine by Rolf Kicine, place and date not given: 
“Lafontaine—Lower Wage Earners Should Pay Less 
Taxes”] 


[Text] [Kicine] Finance Minister Theo Waige! wants to 
cut the budget by 5 bilhon marks this year. Will thes be 
enough” 

[Lafontaine] No. The government's monetary policy ts 
careless and unjust. Public debts are exploding and the 
costs are ust passed on to the little people. 


[Kleine] What do you suggest” 


[Lafontaine] The worrying increase in public debts has to 
be stopped. This 1s a precondition for overcoming mass 
unemployment. 

[Kieme] More specific’ 


[Lafontaine] For the Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many. investment and jobs are a prorty. The budget 
cannot be restored without taking unpopular decisions. 


li is necessary to cul superfluous tax subsidies, as well as 
personnel costs and defense expend tures. 


ht is also necessary to fight mdusirial crime, subsidy 
fraud, and illegal work and take firm measures against 
the misuse of social benefits 
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[Kleine] No further tax mcreases’ 


[Lafontaine] For peuple carning average incomes, the 
breaking pout has long been reached. This is why we 
want to lower taxcs on wages and salarnes so that the tax 
burden on low and medium imcomes gcts back to toler- 
able propovtons. 


In order to strengthen companies’ investment capacity 
and to lower the unjust gap. higher taxes on high private 
incomes and property are, however, an absolute must. 


Yet, the tax burden on industry mutt not get any higher. 
This ts a concept that 1s also accepted by mdustry. 


FDP Calls For Better Treatment of Refugees 


AU 1701215294 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 15-16 Jan 94 p 2 


[“ub."-signed report: “Extremely inhumane Deporta- 
tion Practice™] 

[Text] Bonn—The Free Democratic Party [FDP] has 
sounded the alarm regarding the treatment of war and 
civil war refugees. Interior Affzirs spokesman Burkhard 
Hirsch sard in Bonn it was an “unworthy situation™ that, 
because of financial differences between the Federal 
Government and the land governments, these people are 
not given the status promised to them by law and thus 
the rghit of temporary residence. The respective provi- 
sion im the Foreigners’ Law was not applied, because 
granting residence permission required agreement 
between the Federal Government and the land govern- 
ments. The “miserable” fate of many refugees hardly 
appeared to play a role. This led to civil war refugees 
such as the Kosovo Albanians being deported back to be 
doomed. 


The parliamentary mortiative Hirsch announced to solve 
the problem is backed by Federal Commissioner for 
Foreigners Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen (FDP). Deputy 
Ulrich Irmer and Federal Executive Board member 
Cruido Westerwelle also jorned the mitiative. Irmer said 
the treatment of civil war refugees in Germany also 
caused foresgn-politecal harm, because words did not 
match deeds. and this burdened Germany's credibility. 


Hirsch said that according to the German law, civil war 
refugees are not entitled to asylum. However, since these 
people were noi given the special status promised, they 
often apphed for an asylum procedure without any 
chance of success. Therefore, they could also be 
deported. In addition, 1 also meant that people who 
worked and had a place to stay burdened the public 
welfare system against their will. According to the FDP 
politician, the conflict between the Federal Government 
and the land governments over the distribution of costs 
and quotas prevents the granting of special status under 
Section 32a of the Foreigners’ Law. Hirsch demanded 
that Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl now meet with the 
minister presidents. 


FBIS-WEL-94-12 
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For exa mpic, the untenable situation ied to the deporta- 
tion of young Kosovo Albanians who had escaped muili- 
tary service mm the Serbian Army, said Hirsch, Irmer, and 
Westerwelle. It was known that m the S-7bian Army, 


the 

Hirsch said the federal interior minister had failed to 
renew a halt to extradstson, with the argument that there 
was NO agreement among toc federal lacnder. This «as 
intolerable, since no information had been given as to 
which countnes pursued the extradition of refugees. The 
interpretation of the legal provisions contradicted their 
spirit, sand Hirsch. 


Joffe Views ‘Risk’ of Clinton-Al-Asad Meeting 


AU 1801193594 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 18 Jan 94 p 4 


[Josef Joffe: “Washington as “Mother of All Brokers” ] 


[Text] Henry Kissinger, the architect of the “disentan- 
giement agreement” of 1974, would probably have 
advised Bili Clinton against the Geneva meeting with 
Hafiz al-Asad, citing too big a risk for the U.S. President 
and too much honor for the Syrian counterpart. It cost 
the former U.S. secretary of state many sleepless nights 
(and an even bigger belly) after the * om Kippur war to 
achieve the disengagement of the Isracli and Syrian 
troops on the Golan Heights. Kissinger had to shuttle 
seemingly endlessly between Damascus and Jerusalem. 
He had to fight for every centimeter in order to wrest the 
signature from the two enemies. 


Clinton now planned to write history in a single after- 
noon. That he honored the Syrian president by spending 
five and a half hours with him was no direct gain for 
peace but, for the time being, only for Al-Asad, whose 
country 1s still on the State Department's list of terrorist 
States. 11 will not be casy to figure out what result was 
achieved. Al-Asad wraps himself in ambiguous silence. 
What he allegedly said the world only gets to know from 
U.S. sources. 


Al-Asad himself made the following statement: If Jerus- 
alem “has sufficient courage to react to this kind of 
peace, a new era of security and stability will emerge in 
which normal, peaceful relations will exist among all.” 
The U.S. diplomacy described this immediately as a 
success, because the vord “normal” 1s the magic formula 
for which Israel has been waiting for such a long time. 


As 8 common practice in Middle East diplomacy, 
Isracl’s first reaction was demonstrative reservation. 
They want to know what “normality” means. and 
whether Al-Asad can define the term himself. So far, 
only Clinton has said that it means open borders, diplo- 
matic relations, and free trade. Those who know the 











FBIS-WEU-94-012 
19 January 1994 


rules of the game may assume that Al-Asad will only 
provide more information once Israel takes another step. 
One week ago, the head of government, Rabin, sent an 
equally cryptic signal: “So far I have only mentioned a 
withdrawal from the Golan—and not from the entire 
Golan.” No changes are planned in this respect, he 
added. “Yet when the question arises, we must discuss 
it.” 


During the weekend—if talks are resumed—the Israelis 
and Synans should tell each other in Washington what 
they really mean. At best, these talks will produce a 
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verbal minuet: “If normalization, then withdrawal! in 
principle” (in Hebrew) and “if withdrawal, then normal- 
ization im principle” (in Arabic). In practice, this will 
probably take a decade: Alternately a little withdrawal, a 
little normalization. 


Clinton wants to accelerate this procedure by offering 
U.S. peace troops for the Golan. If Congress should 
approve that, Clinton would personally become the 
broker and guarantor of peace. This risk is even higher 
than the reverence he paid to Al-Asad in Geneva. 
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Leotard Says Butrus-Ghali Requested Cot's Recall 
AU1801151194 Paris AFP in English 1459 GMT 
18 Jan 94 


[Excerpt] Paris, Jan 18 (AFP)}—United Nations Secre- 
tary-General Butrus Butrus-Ghali has requested the 
recall of French General Jean Cot, commander of UN 
“yrces in former Yugoslavia, French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard said Tuesday [18 January]. 


Butrus-Ghali made the call to Leotard, French President 
Francois Mitterrand and Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur during a visit here last week, the minister said. 


Leotard was speaking at a luncheon of MPs of the 
governing majority at Balladur’s residence here, partici- 
pants said. 


One reported that Leotard said he had agreed to Butrus- 
Ghali’s request, but set conditions. [passage omitted] 


Daily Comments on Clinton’s European Policy 


BR1801145594 Paris LIBERATION in French 
18 Jan 94 p 8 


[Jacques Amalric commentary: “Europe After Clinton” 


[Text] Officially, all of President Clinton’s European 
interlocutors are satisfied: The Twelve, who heard the 
White House chief praise the European Union and 
recognize its separate identity in the security and defense 
sphere; the NATO members; and, above all, the Alliance 
bureaucracy, which heaved a sigh of relief when Bill 
Clinton reaffirmed that he would keep a minimum of 
100,000 men on the Old Continent and confirmed that 
the Europeans could “borrow” the organization's logis- 
tics for missions in which the United States did not wish 
to participate; the Central and East European countries, 
which certainly did not secure integration into NATO 
but who were assured that the security of their states “is 
important for the security of the United States; and 
finally Boris Yeltsin, who was once again accepted as the 
only Russian interlocutor for the United States and 
whose claims to the former Soviet Republics have not 
been thwarted. 


That makes a large number of people, not counting 
saxophone lovers, who are beginning to find the presi- 
dential tone a little thin. Perhaps too many people. And 
everybody is already wondering: Who will pay for the 
U.S. President's ulterior motives or errors of analysis? 


President Clinton's behavior on the Bosnian issue has 
not allayed these fears; quite the reverse. Despite the 
efforts made, particularly by France, for the United 
States to become involved, Bill Clinton turned a deaf 
ear; there is no question of Washington intervening in 
the crisis or encouraging the Muslims to accept the peace 
plan laboriously drawn up by the Europeans. All the 
information we have suggests the opposite: U.S. services 
are not refraining from secretly arming the Muslim 
forces which have launched a counteroffensive. The 
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Bosnian crisis does not jeopardize American interests. 
The Europeans, who last year rejected the American 
proposals for attacking some Serbian positions and 
lifting the embargo on arms for Bosnia, will therefore 
have to extricate themselves from the mess. 


Although things are even less clear, the Twelve must 
expect more unpleasant surprises as regards the Central 
or East European countries, toward which they have 
shown far too much indifference: There will be growing 
American pressure to make the European Union bear 
more of the burden and be less reluctant to open its 
borders to the products of these fragile democracies. The 
United States will be in a good position in this sphere 
and will find interested listeners in Warsaw, Prague, or 
Budapest when it explains that the strengthening of the 
reemerging democracies depends more on economic 
development than on entry into a military alliance which 
might only whip up Russian hegemonistic tendencies. 


Neoisolationism and the defense on all fronts of Amer- 
ican economic and commercial interests are the two axes 
of the foreign policy pursued by the former governor of 
Arkansas, who is still heeding the opinion polls that 
tirelessly tell him this is the desire of U.S. public opinion. 
One, two, or three trips to Europe will not be enough to 
alter this fact, unless there is a Russian disaster. Averting 
such a disaster was the main aim of Bill Clinton's visit. 
Officially, the U.S. President is working for the integra- 
tion of a democratic Russia in Europe. In practice, it is as 
if he was prepared to make do with a democracy that is 
more superficial than real, and with accepting the legit- 
imacy of a Russian sphere of influence coinciding (aside 
from Ukraine and the three Baltic Republics at present) 
with the borders of the former Soviet Union. Moreover, 
there is nothing to say that Boris Yeltsin, who knows his 
country better than the American strategists, is particu- 
larly interested in his country’s hypothetical integration 
into Europe. On the other hand, he seems infinitely more 
interested in maintaining Russia's role as a nuclear 
superpower. Hence the importance he attaches to the 
agreement on the denuclearization of Ukraine, even if it 
has little chance of being approved by the Kiev Parlia- 
ment: He will have shown his “goodwill,” whereas the 
Ukrainian deputies will have confirmed their irrespon- 
sibility. 

Europe is no more certain of its destiny after Bill 
Clinton's visit than it was before. 


But it can no longer put forward false excuses or cherish 
illusions: It knows, because it has been told, that it can 
only rely on its own forces and its own will. 


Editorial Views Gaydar Resignation 


BR1801145194 Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 Jan 94 pl 


{Editorial: “Russia Without Mr. Gaydar’’] 


[Text] By promising, on taking his leave from Boris 
Yeltsin, to “pray for the success of the reforms” in 
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Russia, Bill Clinton was taking a dangerous gamble. A 
few hours later, in fact, we learned of the resignation of 
Yegor Gaydar, the very symbol of that reform policy. 


This departure by the former prime minister may seem 
logical. Yegor Gaydar, who, with Boris Yeltsin, was the 
main loser in the 12 December parliamentary elections, 
is merely acting on the defeat of his party, Russia's 
Choice, which despite considerable resources and uncon- 
ditional support from television, was clearly overtaken 
by Vladimir Zhirinovskiy. This election highlighted one 
of the main handicaps of Yegor Gaydar and his friends: 
Their inability to show they understand the fate and 
concerns of their compatriots. 


Although he does not refer to this in his resignation 
letter—he preferred to “go out” on two stronger themes, 
and especially the very costly construction of a new 
parliament building—Yegor Gaydar, and the whole lib- 
eral wing of the government, were seriously weakened by 
the December election. His influence within the execu- 
tive was reduced accordingly. What the governmeni will 
lose in talent and international reputation—rightly or 
wrongly, Mr. Gaydar was regarded as the guarantor of 
reforms with regard to the Western governments and the 
international financial institutions—it could perhaps 
gain in cohesion. 


[Prime Minister] Viktor Chernomyrdin’s previous 
“team” was characterized by a plethora of staff and 
serious disagreements among the ministers. What could 
the advocates of ultraliberalism and the supporters of the 
“status quo” do together other than what they have done 
for two years—namely, implement a seesawing eco- 
nomic policy that in many cases succeeded in combining 
the injustices of rampant liberalism and the cumbersome 
aspects of a persistent collectivism? 


Viktor Chernomyrdin’s hour seems to have come. 
Chosen by Boris Yeltsin in December 1992, but from the 
list put forward by the Supreme Soviet deputies to 
replace Yegor Gaydar, this representative of big industry 
is particularly in favor with the president since his 
declared loyalty during the “White House” insurrection 
last October. The prime minister will henceforth have a 
* free hand to implement the “centrist” policy he advo- 
cates. This tearm, smaller and more homogeneous, will 
nonetheless have to define and impose this mythical 
third path which aspires to be both reformist and social. 


Juppe Arrives in South Africa on Official Visit 


BR1801 145894 Paris LIBERATION in French 
17 Jan 94 p 23 


[Article by Corinne Moutout: “Alain Juppe on Official 
Visit to Johannesburg” } 


{Text] After a stopover in Cairo, Alain Juppe arrived in 
Johannesburg yesterday evening on an official three-day 
visit—the first French foreign minister to do so in 18 
years. Long awaited by current South African leaders, 
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this visit should render official the “normalization” of 
relations between the two countries after a decade of 
open hostility. 


With just four months to go to the first multiracial, 
general elections, Edouard Balladur’s government is 
seeking to give greater emphasis to “French support for 
the current process of transition,” a communique from 
Quai d’Orsay [Foreign Ministry] indicated. The visit by 
the foreign minister therefore marks his “confidence in 
the South Africa of tomorrow and in its will to give new 
impetus to bilateral relations,” the communique added. 


Edouard Balladur showed his interest in the develop- 
ment c. democracy in South Africa with a private visit a 
few months before last year's legislative elections. For 
the future prime minister of a government of the right, it 
was primarily a question of renewing contact with the 
ANC [African National Congress], which had previously 
maintained “exclusive” relations with the Socialist gov- 
ernment. Spearheading a Western crusade against the 
apartheid regime, in 1985 Laurent Fabius unilaterally 
imposed economic sanctions against South Africa, a 
decision that ranked France clearly alongside the ANC 
while concurrently benefiting its principal competitors— 
Great Britain and Germany, which did not follow its 
lead. 


Following in the footsteps of Edouard Balladur, Alain 
Juppe—who will meet President Frederik de Klerk; 
ANC President Nelson Mandela; and Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, the leader of the Zulu Inkatha Party—must 
complete this rebalancing, which is essential to new 
French policy in Africa. In fact, France has been trying 
for several months now to secure “fruitful partnership 
relations” with South Africa, the most advanced country 
in Africa and the continent's future center of develop- 
ment. There is a need to find additional outlets for 
French companies which, despite some spectacular deals 
(such as selling seven A-320 Airbuses and doubling 
investments (3 billion francs) in three years), have little 
chance of making up for lost ground on the South 
African market. 


Le Pen Expects Mitterrand To Call Elections 


BR1901112494 Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 Jan 94 p 13 


[Article signed O.B.: “Le Pen Tells His Party's National 
Council that Mr. Mitterrand Cannot Fail To Call Antic- 
ipated Parliamentary Election™] 


[Text] Less than three weeks before the party's national 
conference, scheduled for 4 to 6 February in Port-Marly 
(Yvelines), the FN [National Front]’s national council 
met in Paris on Saturday 15 January. At the end of the 
meeting, [FN President] Jean-Marie Le Pen made a long 
speech in which, among other things, he asked for the 
resignation of National Education Minister Francois 
Bayrou. As for the Falloux Act, he charged the govern- 
ment with yielding to demonstrators’ pressure. 
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Stating that his party is nearing “the time of a decisive 
battle,” the extreme-right leader reviewed the various 
elections scheduled until the end of 1995, starting with 
the district election in March, for which he was to begin 
on Monday 17 January a tour which will take him to 
every department of metropolitan France. Le Pen will 
not run in this election, but he will head the FN list for 
the European election in June and will, for the third 
time, run in the presidential election. “There is still some 
hope of seeing Francois Mitterrand seek a third term of 
office”, Le Pen said, adding that he suspected the head of 
state of working toward creating the conditions for him 
“to die surrounded with the splensor of the republic.” 


Le Pen said he was convinced that Mr. Mitterrand would 
dissolve the National Assembly before the presidential 
election. “I would be surprised if the president of the 
Republic did not use this weapon in order to consider- 
ably cut down the current majority,” to which he gave 
the following “warning”: “Should government impo- 
tence become the norm (...), it is clear that nature, which 
abhors a vacuum, will bring forth new forms of political 
action.” 


Le Pen, who has become more strident in his criticisms 
of Mr. Balladur—whom he accuses of worsening 
France's standing on all counts—considers that “French 
people must be quite disappointed with the centrist 
policies of the UDF [Union for French Democracy] and 
RPR [Rally for the Republic]. We shall do everything 
we can to take advantage of the historic opportunity we 
are being given,“ warned the extreme-right leader, 
Stating that “the solutions advocated by the National 
Front“ are “the sole alternative” leading to “the vast 
power changeover” he has been waiting for. 


Employers Critical of Balladur Economic Policy 


BR1801154894 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 17 Jan 94 p 3 


[Editorial by Francois Roche: ‘Dissatisfaction 
Spreading Among Employers”’] 


[Text] Since last March, the government and the 
employers have been living with a misunderstanding. 
Edouard Balladur came to power planning to deregulate 
the economy and reduce the burden of compulsory 
contributions, but he has had to bow to the fact that the 
economic problems were more serious than expected. He 
has not been able to avoid falling into a quarrel that has 
been going on in France for more than 10 years: After 
granting a number of cost reductions to enterprises, the 
government says it expects a resumption in hiring. That 
has not happened. 
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Since last week, the misunderstanding has grown even 
worse, relating both to conditions that could be imposed 
on the reimbursement of VAT and the incentive regula- 
tion to create jobs in a number of service activities. This 
policy, which is, to say the least, voluntary, has the gift of 
annoying enterprise chiefs. Of course, the CNPF 
[National Council of French Employers] is taking care 
not to show its disappointment too abruptly, but dissat- 
isfaction is growing in the ranks. 

What are the employers saying in private? First, that the 
government seems to have run out of imagination in the 
sphere of economic policy, without having obtained any 
notable result. Domestic demand is still lifeless. And yet 
its recovery is the vital precondition for a resumption in 
investment and employment. “We cannot see any 
driving force likely to revive the economic machinery 
rapidly,” the CNPF economists say. 


The second main criticism the employers are making of 
the government is linked with the state’s spending rate: It 
is tending to increase. “The size of the noncommercial 
economy in France is becoming untenable,” the boss of 
a large private industrial group said. Without a reduction 
in contributions, there is no reduction in the cost of 
labor, and hence there is a need to resort to job cuts to 
remain in world competition. This is the scenario large 
French employers say they are “experiencing.” 


“The economy is no longer in a position to tolerate social 
security contributions, which continue to increase by 6 
to 7 percent each year, whereas resources are increasing 
by 1 to 2 percent,” the latest CNPF bulletin states. 


There is, therefore, a risk of the government losing 
credibility in employers’ circles. The electoral conse- 
quences of this would be nonexistent or almost nonex- 
istent. However, 10 months after being carried to power 
by this country’s economic leaders, this is certainly not 
something Edouard Balladur expected. 


Government May Reactivate Super-Phoenix 
Reactor 


LD1801150794 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1400 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] A report has come out envisaging the reactivation, 
under certain conditions, of the Super-Phoenix [fast 
breeder reactor]. (Andre-Claude Lacoste) of the Nuclear 
Safety Directorate says in this report, which was sub- 
mitted to the Industry and Environment Ministry this 
morning, that from the point of view of safety, the 
reactivation of the reactor could be authorized given two 
conditions: that the work on combating sodium leaks is 
completed successfully, and that the reactor is brought 
into service at reduced power for a few months. In other 
words, Super-Phoenix will be reactivated. 
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Segni, Bossi Reportedly Sign Electoral Agreement 
BR1401130294 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
14 Jan 94 p4 


{Antonello Caporale report: “Segni Ready To Accept 
Bossi’s Embrace] 


[Text] Rome—Perhaps the roses will bloom once more 
and the marriage will take place properly. [Pact for Italy 
leader} Mariotto Segni and [Northern League Secretary] 
Umberto Bossi will meet and will probably say “I do.” 
The path has been set out, and fate has determined this 
final test. As long as it means that he can block the way 
to the left-wing forces, as long as it means that he can 
defeat “statism” and—why not?—“centralism,” Segni is 
about to accept Bossi’s embrace, to sign the pact. 


The pact was announced the very day of the television 
appearance by the leader of the moderate front opposite 
[Democratic Party of the Left, PDS, Secretary] Achille 
Occhetto, the leader of the alignment to be defeated. 
There will be an electoral agreement with the League, 
Segni told his men at his headquarters on Largo del 
Navareno: In order to ensure victory we need to win over 
the North. Without the League, it will be a futile struggle. 
So.... But his trials cannot be said to be over: He still hus 
to persuade [Christian Democratic Party, DC, Secretary] 
Martinazzoli to sign the armistice and, above all, to 
convince Berlusconi that his television venture is better, 
much better, than his electoral one. Rooting for Italy is 
fine—but without Silvio Berlusconi. 


On the last day of the First Republic Mario Segni 
explained to Carlo Azeglio Ciampi what he wants to 
achieve, and with whom. A liberal-democratic alignment 
in which there is a place fcx the League, too. Speaking in 
the Lower House, he saic: “There seem to be two 
opposing lines within the League. One advocates 
adhering to the old destructive proposal, while the other 
advocates focusing on the struggle against statism. Who- 
ever is concerned about Italy's future hopes that the 
latter line will prevail. It is up to the League to choose 
clearly and definitely whether to remain entrenched in 
the destructive position or to contribute constructively 
to Italy’s progress.” 


There is no need to ask; the decision has been made. 
Indeed, the time is almost up for the League. The 
tough-guy approach has failed, and what is needed now 
is “reason” and “balance.” Bossi said: “If Segni has 
something to tell us, he knows where to find us; if the 
potential is there, 1t will show itself and we will see it in 
the coming days. We are certainly not yielding the 
initiative to him: We have been making openings since 
before the end of the year. There has been no response. 
Of course, we command the votes in the North....” In 
any case, according to Bossi, the League is the “corner- 
stone of a liberal-democratic alignment. Segni has no 
votes. More than anything, he is a point of neutraliza- 
tion, the center of the compass, a potentially useful 
image.” He paused for breath, then continued: “There is 
still time for an agreement, there will be time until the 
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day before the lists are presented. Segni only has to call 
my secretary's office.” That was a small lie. Segni has 
already called him. Bossi admitted: “Within a matter of 
hours, some of my closest aides will be meeting with 
Segni or his trusted representatives. What is certain is 
that we have already made an official commitment to 
meet.” 


Additional proof that this is precisely the case, that is, 
that the time is mpe, is provided by remarks made by 
representatives of the Pact. The Republican, Guglielmo 
Castagnetti, explained: “We consider relations with the 
League crvcial, because we believe that all the liberal- 
democratic forces must unite.” 


The enemy can only be defeated through unity: “If the 
moderates stand divided into two or three lists, clearly a 
defeat becomes inevitable.” In any case, according to 
[Pact member] Alberto Michelini, “on programs, there is 
an almost perfect identity of views between us and the 
League. Furthermore, once the conditions of Italy's 
unity, solidarity, and the strengthening of local govern- 
ment have been accepted, there ave no more problems.” 


Yesterday evening Mario Segni was a guest on Telemon- 
tecarlo. Corrado Augias set him against Achille 
Occhetto. Segni’s attack on the progressive leader 
focused on his favorite topic—state control. He cited 
figures, names, amendments, and parliamentary docu- 
ments. Segni was very well prepared. Augias stopped him 
and asked: Will you be the leader of a government thanks 
to votes won by the League? “There must be a political 
agreement; I would rather lose the elections and remain 
consistent.” Only with the MSI [Italian Social Move- 
ment] is there no chance. “We have no dealings with the 
MSI.” The ball was back in Occhetto’s court, and this 
time the issue was Communist Renaissance. What did he 
have to say about it? “Our only preconditions have to do 
with matters of policy, not ideology. It .s not to be 
assumed that the government accord that we put forward 
will embrace all the forces with which we have an 
electoral agreement.” 


The duel continued. What about Berlusconi? “He is the 
enemy of the genuine liberal-democratic forces,” 
Occhetto said provocatively. Segni renewed his advice to 
Berlusconi—lIt is better for him not to allow himself to be 
dragged into electoral contests: “I still hoy e that he will 
not enter ihe arena.” His lavish praise ‘or [former IL 
GIORNALE editor] Montanelli—‘ta: example of 
courage and extraordinary consistency '—revealed his 
continuing coolness toward Berlusconi. 


League Talks for Alignment With DC Fail 


BR1!801132794 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
18 Jan 94 pp 6-7 


[Guido Passalacqua report: “Rooting for Italy Weds 
League” 


[Text] Milan—A day of shameless, extreme denials— 
including even denials of obvious facts-—-was followed 
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late in the evening by an admission, in the best tradition 
of old-fashioned politics. This is what happened with the 
meeting in Brescia between People’s Party leaders Mino 
Martinazzoli and Roberto Formigoni and the League's 
Lower House floor leader, Roberto Maroni, the great 
architect of the liberal-democratic alignment. The 
meeting was supposed to be top secret and could perhaps 
have marked a politicoelectoral turning point, but 
instead saw no change in its participants’ starting posi- 
tions. Basically, this means that Martinazzoli remains 
unwilling to establish electoral agreements with the 


League. 


The three politicians’ desire for secrecy was undermined 
by an unknown citizen of Brescia who informed an 
ANSA correspondent about Maroni and Formigoni 
arriving at Martinazzoli’s office, thus nullifying all the 
precautions and denials. The meeting was organized by 
Formigoni, who had been bombarding Maroni's tele- 
phone answering machine with messages since Friday 
[14 January]: His aim was to find a point of agreement 
between the League and the former Christian Demo- 
crats, albeit only on the principle of not competing in the 
electoral constituencies. 


In the event, after over an hour's discussions, the three 
parted without any shift from their starting positions. 
After a series of “no comments.” Maroni admitted: 
“There is nothing doing; they are going their own way.” 
Then in an official statement he said: “My impression is 
that there is no scope for joint action.” He added: “I 
listened to Martinazzoli’s arguments, his ‘yeses’ and 
‘noes’ to the entry of the People’s Party [PPI] or of what 
remains of it in the alignment that is taking shape, and | 
acknowledged a situation of basic irreconcilability 
between our positions.” 


In practice, this was the final admission of the impossi- 
bility of an agreement with Martinazzoli’s former Chris- 
tian Democratic Party [DC]. Shortly before that a stz e- 
ment emanating from circles close to the People’s Par -y 
Secretariat confirmed the outcome of the meeting. Mar- 
tinazzoli’s adviser, Rocco Buttiglione, commented: “The 
center has already been established between [Pact for 
Italy leader} Segni and Martinazzoli,” in practice 
excluding the League from a key role in the future 
alliance. The only ones who interpreted the Brescia 
meeting positively were the neocentrists, who have their 
bags packed and are ready to set off for an accord with 
the League and who judged the failure of the meeting in 
Brescia a good thing. 


But Maroni’s hectic morning did not stop in Brescia, in 
Martinazzoli’s legal practice on via Gramsci. After his 
private meeting with the secretary of the PPI-DC, he set 
off back down the highway and by 1330 was at Silvio 
Berlusconi's villa at Arcore. This was another political 
meeting, this time more productive. Over lunch Ber- 
lusconi, Maroni, and the organizers of Rooting for Italy 
discussed everything. Starting with a stocktaking of the 
political situation. Maroni explained the situation 
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regarding relations with the Catholics and Segni fol- 
lowing the meeting with Martinazzoli, then they 
broached the main issues on the agenda—drawing up 
lists of candidates and examining the constituencies. 
Names of a number of figures from the entertainment 
and sports world have already been mentioned. The 
crucial issue of whether or not Berlusconi will stand as a 
candidate was also broached. For the present it seems 
that Fininvest's president has not yet decided and that he 
1S waiting to see more clearly how the situation evolves. 
Meanwhile, an agreement has apparently been reached 
on the League and Rooting for Italy presenting single 
candidates in the various constituencies under the same 
symbol. 


Yesterday's two political meetings strengthened the 
League's grip. On the one hand, the League members saw 
specific confirmation of what they have been saying over 
and over for days and what they confirmed with the 
decisions adopted by the Federal Council session at the 
end of last week—that is, that there is no scope for 
maneuver with Martinazzoli, despite the fact that some 
people portray the secretary of the former DC as willing 
to come to an agreement with the League. On the other 
hand, however, stronger relations are being established 
with Berlusconi, who is now the League's special partner. 
Maroni is already listing the components of the align- 
ment: “The neocentrists will be there if they separate 
from the DC; Rooting for Italy, if « enters the arena; the 
liberalistic Center Union; the European federalists, if 
they so decide; and the nonconfessional components of 
the Pact, if they do not follow Segni in his suicidal 
agreement with Martinazzoli. And, last, something 
new—a left-wing grouping that is not following the 
communists: Rete and Communist Renaissance. But not 
the Socialists; they will have to sit this one out.” 


In the middle, between [League leader] Bossi and Mar- 
tinazzoli, sits Mario Segni. The League and Berlusconi 
are pulling him one way, and Martinazzoli, the other. 
The League is hoping to win over the referendum leader, 
but is not counting on it too much. The signs are that, as 
the League put it, he is “bound by a double chain to 
Martinazzoli,” but in the confused scenario of the center 
there are plenty of conflicting signs. Having established 
an agreement with Berlusconi, and pending a decision 
from the neocentrists, who should be arriving very soon, 
having settled their business with Martinazzoli, the 
League is now pondering the real question: What will 
Mario Segni do? 


The League and Berlusconi are willing to grant him the 
role of prime minister, as proposed by the liberal- 
democrats, but are pressing for Segni to make up his 
mind quickly. Meanwhile they are working from the 
sides. Sunday [16 January] Maroni invited Segni to a 
meeting, and yesterday the referendum leader replied in 
an interview: “I am ready to engage in an exchange of 
views with Bossi, especially after the abandonment of the 
League’s extremist stance on the three Italies. The 
exchange of views with the League,” Segni said, “must 
take place on the program presented by the Pact for Italy 
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Saturday.” As for Berlusconi, Segni said again: “He must 
be careful not to fragment the center.” Maroni replied 
from Milan: “We have sought a meeting with Segni, but 
we have not yet received an invitation. The 
timetable is determined by the new electoral law. There 
are only two or three days. Then if he does not waat to 
meet with us, we will go ahead without him.” Indeed, 
there is talk of a meeting between Segni, Bossi, and 
Maroni already scheduled for Wednesday or Thursday, 
at the latest. 


Fini Seeks To Lead MSI Into National Alliance 


BR1801160994 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
15 Jan 94 p 3 


[Inter: ew with Italian Social Movement Secretary 
Gianfranco Fini by Federico Guiglia in Rome; date not 
given: “Fini: “We Are Free-Marketeers And Demo- 
crats™”] 


[Text] Rome—They asked him to break with the past 
and he replied that fascism was an experiment “defini- 
tively consigned to history.” Now, however, Gianfranco 
Fini, secretary and the “ferryman”™ of the MSI [Italian 
Social Movement] toward the National Alliance, is 
taking another step. On the very eve of the two assizes 
that, just a few days apart, will lead to the birth of the 
“Alliance” and will restore the MSI, Fini disclosed to IL 
GIORNALE: “The National Alliance will be the confed- 
eration of several players and not just an electoral cartel. 
What must unite the MSI and the Alliance is a strong 
awareness of values. Let me explain: The full acceptance 
of democracy as a system as well as a method, faith in the 
free market, labor as a player in the economy, and the 
nation as a focus for synthesis and so),darity. The aim is 
clear: We must avoid Italy falling into the clutches of 
[Democratic Party of the Left, PDS, Secretary] Achille 
Occhetto.” 


[Guighia] Is the “democratic” turnaround a strategic 
move or is it merely propaganda to be able to participate 
in the “moderate pole?” 


[Fini] There is an electoral and political bargaining table 
on the Left where Communist Renaissance Chairman 
Cossutta and Republican La Malfa are about to sit down 
with Occhetto from the PDS. On the other hand, the 
Italian people must know that we are now back to square 
one, since a similar and opposing alignment is needed— 
but there is none. Italians must also know that it is not 
the fault of the Right if the moderates are split. The 
person responsible for that is called Mario Segni, the 
leader of the national rebirth “hesitaters,” and the one 
who deceives the electorate by maintaining that he wants 
to be different from Occhetto but refusing to have 
anything to do with us. PDS man D’Alema is right— 
deals are done with those who have the votes: the MSI in 
the center and south and in the border regions, and the 
League in the north. Segni is not an alternative to the 
PDS but is the whitewashed savior of [Christian Demo- 
cratic Party, DC, Secretary Mino] Martinazzoli and 
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Rosy Bindi of the new People’s Party that is not yet born 
but which is already suffering from its fatal attraction to 
the PDS. 

[Guiglia] How can you speak of the “free market” when 
you are accused of representing a “statist” party? 


[Fini] Here there are at least two major misunderstand- 
ings to clear up. The National Alliance will not be statist, 
just as the MSI does not want to be statist. Believing in 
the state means caring for its weakest members and 
giving those regions in difficulty the conditions enabling 
them to develop themselves. ational solidarity—and 
even the pope has said this—is exactly the opposite of 
patron-and-client welfarism and of the choices of real 
socialism implemented by those who have been in power 
for many years. The other major deception is called 
federalism. In Italy we need strong decentralization 
which does not, however, distance citizens but brings 
them closer to their—today inefficient—state. Presiden- 
tialism is the freeway of the Second Republic. 


[Guiglia] Do you accept the definition of you as a 
“liberal-democrat?” 


[Fini] Labels do not make any difference. Now even 
Zhirinovskiy considers himself to be a liberal-democrat, 
only to ally himself with the neo-Nazis in half of Europe. 
I simply feel myself to be a nationalist in the modern and 
Western sense of the word. I reject any kind of chau- 
vinism or imperialism. I love my country as much as I 
love freedom. 


[Guiglia] Be honest: Do you really think that with the 
PDS in the government we will see Cossacks coming to 
drink at the fountains of Saint Peter's? 


[Fini] There will, of course, be no return to the events of 
1948. However, that is not a good reason to accept that 
the legitimate heirs of communism should take control 
thanks to a new electoral system that may give them the 
majority of seats in Parliament, even though they will 
certainly not win the majority of the Italian people's 
vote. To carry out the operation we need to find someone 
like Segni, ready to gather the consensus of the moder- 
ates and then become prime minister and head of a 
coalition of the People’s Party, the PDS, and the Dem- 
ocratic Alliance. Naturally this would be under the 
banner of a precondition—the requirement of nonethe- 
less having to form a government of guarantee because of 
a uninominal electoral model that did not include the 
direct election of the prime minister or of the president 
of the republic which we repeatedly urged. 


[Guiglia] To be together, everyone must give something 
up. The League no longer speaks of federalism. What will 
be the National Alliance's “step back?” 


[Fini] Certain hypocritical moderates have applauded 
[League Secretary Umberto] Bossi who was one day 
waving the flag of federalism and the next day was happy 
with regionalism. They are the same people who now are 
trying to say no to the National Alliance, even knowing 
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full well that if we won tomorrow we would not be 
forcing anyone to put on the black shirts again. The 
reality is that Bossi is just putting on a show, whereas the 
National Alliance is a true change of direction. Give 
something up? We will give up the presumption that 
Segni has not given up: believing that we can win on our 
own. 


{Guiglia] Who should be the moderates’ candidate for 
the Palazzo Chigi [government seat]? 


[Fini] Certainly not Bossi, who is not at all popular in the 
center and south and seriously losing his popularity in 
the north. 


[Guiglia] Is [Fininvest chairman Silvio] Berlusconi a 
colleague or an opponent to be fought? 


[Fini] Berlusconi is an important interlocutor who, 
unlike Segni, is clear ard straightforward. The one we 
have to beat is Occhetto. 
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Martinazzoli, Others Form ‘Popular Party’ 
LD1801193194 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1600 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] The “Popular Party” was formed at the Sturzo 
Institute today, 75 years after the [made by 
Christian Democratic Party, DC, founder Father Sturzo] 
to the “free and strong.” [Education Minister Rosa 
Russo] lervolino, [DC Chamber of Deputies spokesman 
Gerardo] Bianco, and [DC Deputy Gabriele] De Rosa 
were alongside [DC Mino] Martinazzoli. 
Among those invited were Giovanni Spadolini and 
Giorgio Napolitano, the speakers of the two chambers of 
parliament, as well as members of the old DC, including 
Amintore Fanfani, Paolo Emilio Taviani, Emilio 
Colomito and Ciriaco De Mita. Shortly before, Marti- 
nazzoli had alluded to the absence of the centrist faction. 
He said the Italian Popular Party was being born “with- 
out some friends who, for reasons I am not politically 
able to decipher, have decided not to participate in this 
undertaking. This makes me bitter, but this defection 
can in no way convince me to give up ideas I believe to 
be right even as far as the outlook is concerned.” 
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Solana Signs Cooperation Agreements With South 


LD1!701094294 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0700 GMT 17 Jan 94 


[Text] [Announcer] Foreign Minister Javier Solana is 
continuing his Far East tour. After visiting Japan, he is 
now in South Korea, where he has signed five economic 
cooperation agreements, two extradition agreements, 
and a cultural relations agreement. Thailand and 
Malaysia will be his next destinations. In statements to 
“Spain at Seven” [this newscast], the minister high- 
lighted Spain's interest in this region because of its 
trading importance: 
[Begin Solana recording] We have made a package of 
agreements with a country that is of increasing impor- 
tance in this region, that is growing greatly, and whose 
trade with Spain is also growing. In the last three years 
we have practically doubled our export rate to these 
countries, and to this particular country, to Korea, and 
we must maintain that pressure because they are, (as I 
said,) countries that are of increasing importance in 
international trade. [end recording! 


Defense Minister Reviews 1993 Activities 
PM1701100194 Madrid YA in Spanish 7 Jan 94 p 4 


[J.R. Ventosa report: “Garcia Vargas Says Society Was 
Reconciled With Its Armed Forces in 1993") 


[Text] Madrid—Defense Minister Julian Garcia Vargas 
stated yesterday in his speech to the king on the occasion 
of Armed Forces Day that 1993 “was the year of Spanish 
society's reconciliation with its Armed Forces,” thanks 
to the blue helmets’ conduct in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
“although all units have also contributed to this.” 


Garcia Vargas spelled out in his speech the measures 
adopted by the Defense Ministry during the past year in 
order to make progress in the process of reorganization 
and modernization of the Spanish Armed Forces, and set 
out some of the worrying realities of the international 
situation, which is in a period of change “in which 
uncertainties abound.” 

Thus, he referred to the “hotbeds of tension caused by 
intolerant and aggressive nationalist movements,” which 
make “more necessary than ever” UN efforts to help 
pacify them. Referring to the Spanish military participa- 
tion under the UN flag in those international conflicts— 
particularly that in Bosnia-Herzegovina—he said that 
“our troops’ self-sacrificing work is alleviating suffering, 
saving thousands of lives, and gaining distinction which 
causes us all to owe a debt of gratitude.” 


European Security 


The defense minister also spoke of the security aspect of 
the process of European building, announcing Spain's 
support for the U.S. “Partnership for Peace” initiative, 
which will help bring four Central European countries 
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closer to the Atlantic alliance, a matter which will be 
discussed at the coming NATO summit, to be held in 
Brussels next week. 


Nevertheless, and still regarding NATO as a “factor of 
security throughout the continent,” Garcia Vargas said 
oe ae aan aelee, “eel aa dee 
sien diame dee stein Metaane tien AOU te 
its dual manifestation as the European pillar of the 
alliance and the [European] Union's security structure.” 
On this point, he stated that the Spanish contribution to 
this new European defense identity will take shape in the 
coming incorporation of Spanish units into the Euro- 
pean Army Corps and in participation in the future 
air-sea force currently being planned by the WEU. 


In the domestic sphere, Garcia Vargas emphasized the 
elictienaealitasieaameienenn tee kantad Pemaes to 
1993, which have necessitated revising all their equip- 
ment programs. After giving an account of the main 
arms projects for this year, announcing others which will 
be approved in 1994—the investments program bill and 
the military service regulations, and emphasizing the 
importance of the latest to enter into force—the per- 
sonnel law and the recruitment regulations, the minister 
announced that the government will approve “soon” the 
joint plan for the reorganization of the three services, 
including, among others, the Army's “Lodestar Plan” 
(“Pian Norte”). 


Garcia Vargas called for “the understanding of territo- 
rial bodies throughout Spain” for this important joint 
plan, which will entail a new stage of winding up units, 
bases, and military installations, with less geographical 
dispersal throughout Spain. 

The final part of his speech was in fact devoted to 
Spanish society's rapprochement with the Armed Forces, 
manifested in the offer by many draftee servicemen to 
take part voluntarily in international peacekeeping mis- 
sions “and in Spanish military personnel’s cooperation 
in humanitarian tasks with young people in civilian 
organizations.” 

On this point, the minister took the opportunity to 
criticize “a section of our young people who maintain an 
aloof stance toward the Armed Forces.” “Their demur- 
ring stance,” he said, “is aimed at a now superseded 
stereotype of the Armed Forces which bears little rela- 
tion to reality.” Although the defense minister main- 
tained that “it cannot be expected” that “preconceived 
ideas and social attitudes will pass away quickly,” he 
showed himself convinced that this current of insubor- 
dination existing in Spain “will also be surmounted.” 


People’s Party Sets 1995 Election Strategy 
PM1101160094 Madrid YA in Spanish 3 Jan 94 p 3 


[Julio coi report: “People’s Party Sets Election in 
Fall of 1995 
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[Text] Madrid—The People’s Party national leadership 
has centered its political strategy on the certainty that 
Felipe Gonzalez will call a general election in the fall of 
1995, with October as the month most likely to witness 
this new appointment with the polls, according to what 
prominent leaders with offices on Genova Street have 
told this newspaper. 


According to the same sources, this conviction 1s based 
on the fact that the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party] has only two choices when it comes to attempting 
to win a new term in power, in view of the fact that the 
current government has shown itself in just six months’ 
existence to be “incapable of facing up to its minimum 
responsibilities.” These choices would be to hold the 
general election before the successive timetable of 
municipal and European elections—both of which are 
scheduled for this year—or else to postpone it “in order 
not to acknowledge this government's failure so obvi- 
ously by dissolving it after less than a year's existence,” 
according 10 People’s Party leadership members. 


Madrid Test 


The People’s Party strategists see this second option as 
more feasible, so the general election would be held when 
the echoes of the autonomous community elections are 
still ringing in political offices. In this connection, par- 
ticular importance is attached to the results in the 
Madrid community. 


“Leguina will not be running, because he himself has 
said so, and it is for him to say,” Alberto Ruiz Gallardon, 
People’s Party spokesman in the Senate, recently assured 
this newspaper. In the People’s Party leadership's 
opinion, the candidates for the succession to the current 
Madrid premier are Jose Barrionuevo and, to a lesser 
extent, Juan Barranco. Barrionuevo worries the People’s 
Party because he is regarded as “a worthy man with an 
image, and very popular in Madrid.” This is not the case 
with Barranco, “who is always playing a double game" — 
referring to his “calculated” fence-sittirg between the 
renewalists and Guerraists—‘“in order not to miss any 
boat,” according to the sources. 


The People’s Party believes that the next autonomous 
community elections are its big chance to govern the 
Madrid community as an essential step toward reaching 
the Moncloa Palace, “in view of the showcase status 
which Madrid has in the rest of the state.” 


Not to win the 51 seats giving an absolute majority in the 
Madrid Assembly would be deemed a major failure by 
the People’s Party, and Ruiz Gallardon himself acknow!l- 
edged to YA that “if 1 do not win a majority, then it will 
be time to say good-bye.” 


The People’s Party takes it for granted that the capital's 
city council is assured, although the PSOE will seek a 
‘poster’ candidate with an image to compete with 
Alvarez del Manzano. In this case, Genova Street's 
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greatest fear is that the PSOE will opt for Fernando 
Moran, who is credited with “sufficient pulling power” 
to threaten the municipal majority. 


European Elections 


As a first step in the People’s Party strategy for tackling 
the general election, the debate centers on whether the 
European elections, scheduled for 12 June, should be 
tackled as a “primary” or a “special” election, prone to 
surprises and “exotic, Ruiz Mateos-style” candidacies, 
according to People’s Party leadership members. For the 
present, the view that Jose Maria Aznar should openly 
support Abel Matutes’ candidacy for Strasbourg seems to 
be that of the majority, because a victory in Europe— 
which the European People’s Party deems more than 
feasible—would be a good starting point at the national 
level. 


Another basic factor which will mark the People’s Party 
strategy for the hypothetical date of October 1995— 
apart from the evolution of the crisis—will be the 
outcome of the 33d PSOE Congress, which will reflect— 
according to the People’s Party leaders consulted—the 
party's true correlation of forces, and which therefore 
will make it possible to guess which candidates the 
Socialist Party will put forward in the election and 
especially whether it will continue to set aside its internal 
differences in order to present an image of unity for the 
polls. 


CiU Would Remain Key Factor 


The People’s Party team of election strategists—a team 
in which Deputy Secretary General Mariano Rajoy has 
emerged as the strong man (he will direct the People’s 
Party campaign for the European clections)}—do not 
trust Felipe Gonzalez’ signs of approaching retirement. 
“He is always giving signs, but never acts,” YA was told 
by the People’s Party leadership. Nevertheless, if 
Gonzalez did not run for the premiership in 1995, the 
People’s Party believes that this would smooth much of 
its way toward being the party with most votes. 


However, the strategists themselves take it for granted 
that this victory will be very far from securing an 
absolute majority, so the nationalist parties, and specif- 
ically Convergence and Union [CiU], would remain a 
key factor for the stability of the legislative term. Peo- 
ple’s Party leaders flatly reject the possibility of a 
“Greek-style pact” with the United Left, and take it for 
granted that “the PSOE will not wish to burn itself oui 
with us.” 


Relations between Ci and the People’s Party are “ter- 
rible,” it is asserted in the People’s Party. However, there 
is a conviction that, if the situation arose, it could hav< 
Catalan support. “Roca would justify himself by saying 
that he was helping us for the country's good, and in the 
meantime he would continue to work for Catalonia,” the 
sources state. “But he should be clear,” they add, “that 
we will not be as soft as the PSOE.” 
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Denmark 


Prime Minister on Partnership for Peace Program 


PM 1401144694 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 13 Jan 94 p i7 


(“Politics on a Thursday” article by Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen: “NATO Must Contribute to the 
Construction of Peace and Stability] 


[Text] There are a lot of summits. If one is to believe the 
declarations that come from them, most of them are 
historic. But viewed in a wider context, probably only 
very few are worthy of the description. 


i am convinced that the NATO summit on 10 and 11 
January 1994 is one of these summits. 


We have not only set in motion the work to update 
NATO to fit in with the new world. This work has in fact 
been going on for some time. But this summit has begun 
a process which could change NATO fundamentally. 


This is true in more than one respect. I would like to 
concentrate on a central aspect here—relations with the 
countries of central and Eastern Europe, particularly the 
Baltic countries. The change has come about as a result 
of this summit’s adoption of Partnership for Peace. We 
have adopted a comprehensive and ambitious program 
for concrete security policy and military cooperation 
throughout Europe. 


This is something new and very different. 


In the past NATO was the Western defense organization 
against what we saw as an overwhelming threat from the 
East. That threat has gone. The countries of Eastern 
Europe have won their freedom. The Soviet empire has 
collapsed into ruins. From these ruins there has arisen a 
new Russia which has just held the first democratic 
elections since the revolution in 1917, even though these 
elections have brought with them repulsive nationalist 
tendencies as a result of the election of Zhirinovskiy. 
This 1s something we must pay attention to and we must 
support the positive democratic forces. 


it has long been clear that if NATO were to survive we 
would have to change the organization so that it fits the 
new conditions in the world. Not in such a way that we 
would abandon the collective security guarantee. Not in 
such a way that we would water down the Western 
community of values. But in such a way that we would be 
opening the doors to the new. 


That is what we have now done. 


Partnership for Peace is the tool. Within its framework 
we will this year enter into a number of concrete coop- 
eration agreements with Eastern European countries. 
There will be joint maneuvers in the field of peace- 
keeping. There will be direct contacts between military 
staffs. Liaison offices for these countries will be set up at 
NATO headquarters. There are many other elements. All 
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in all comprehensive cooperation tailored to meet the 
needs of each individual country participating. 


All will receive the same offers, but the actual concrete 
form cooperation takes will vary. The countries closest 
to us will want more ambitious cooperation programs. 
And they will get them. 


We say expressly in the declaration from the summit that 
we welcome an enlargement of NATO as part of this 
development over time. 


This is new, decisively new. Partnership for Peace is not, 
as some have claimed, a self-satisfied alliance’s refusal to 
accept new members. On the contrary Partnership for 
Peace is a preparation to do so. 


In this connection I think that it was Denmark's simple 
duty to stress that the Baltic countries must be given 
special support. They are three neighbors on the other 
side of the Baltic Sea who have as yet scarcely had time 
to build up their own military capacity. But they have 
decided to set up a joint peacekeeping battalion. This fits 
in well with Partnership for Peace. We want to help them 
with this battalion, in pari by helping with the training of 
their personnel. 


But, the critics say, why do we not simply admit all from 
Eastern Europe and get it over with? We will not do so, 
because everything must happen at the right time. Secu- 
rity is (00 important to experiment with. And if we did 
so we would create more problems than we would be 
solving. Russia must not be isolated. Russia must also 
form part of the new pattern of cooperation. On the 
other hand Russia must not have a right of veto. 


Let me add one more thing: Partne. ship for Peace 
includes access for partner nations te no" ‘ical consulta- 
tions with NATO if they feel that tueir security is 
threatened, This is a very important step. It reflects what 
the United States recently expressed very clearly: The 
security of those states which lic between Western 
Europe and Russia also affects our security. And above 
all: We must not create new walls—out of fear and 
enemy images—afier the fall of the old wall, but new 
stability and peace-building. 

1 am convinced that Partnership will prove to be epoch- 
making. 


Finland 


* Favorable Outlook for High-Tech Exports 


94ENO1I86B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 20 Nov 93 p B 10 


{Article by Teijo Valtanen: “Finland Has Invested More 
in Research Than Average EU Level; High-Tech Exports 
Have Increased Faster Than Imports”) 


[Text] Data presented by the Statistics Center on Friday 
[19 November] paint a favorable picture of the Finnish 
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research and development activities situation. In the 
Staustics Center comparison, Finland's investment in 
research narrowly exceeds the average level for the 
European Union. Siill, in Germany and Sweden, for 
example. a clearly larger percentage of the gross national 
product (GNP) than in Finland has been invested in 
research. 


About 10.4 billon markkas, which 1s about | percent 
more than in 1991, was used for research and develop- 
ment activities in Finland last year. 


Research and development's share of the GNP rose from 
2.1 percent to 2.2 percent. This relative change ts in large 
part due tm the decrease in the GNP, but, on the other 
hand, it shows that research activities have not declined 
at the same rate as production. 


Dependent on research activities, the Finnish high-tech 
industry exported 13.5 billion markkas worth of prod- 
ucts last year. There were 2.7 billion markkas more in 
foreign high-tech imports than exports. 


In accordance with the OECD definition, production in 
which research and development expenses are in excess 
of 4 percent of sales volume is considered to be high tech 
in the Statestic Center's calculations. 


High-tech products accounted for 12.6 percent of Fin- 
land's exports last year, which was 1.6 percentage points 
more than in 1991. 


The most important high-tech exports were communica- 
tions equipment, electrical appliances, and ADP equip- 
ment. The technology products most frequently 
imported by Finland were ADP equipment and chemi- 
cals. 


Se ee Seen Tanne 


According to a study conducted by Markku Virtaharju 
and Mikael Akerblom for the Statistics Center, high-tech 
development in Finland has focused especially on the 
drug industry and the manufacture of communications 
equipment. These industries clearly stand out above the 
others if the so-called intensity of the RAD—that ts, the 
ratio of expenditures for research and development to 
the value of production—is used as a yardstick. 


The industries differ from one another like night and day 
as concerns research and development activities. The 
communications equipment manufacturing industry, 
which received the highest rating for RAD intensity, a 
parameter used in the Statistics Center comparison, was 
236 times higher than the publishing industry, which 
received the lowest rating. 


In terms of general technology levels, the highest-level 
industnes are manufacturers of instruments, computers, 
and clectrical appliances. in addition to drugs and com- 
munications equipment. The ratio of direct and mmdirect 
investments in technology to production value was used 
as a yardstick of the technology level in the study. 
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Like investment in research, according to the Statrstecs 
Center study, technology as a whole ts a1 1s lowest level 
in the produ_tion of foodstuffs, textiles, and wood prod- 
ucts, as well as in the publishing industry. The order 
corresponding to the technological levels of the indus- 
ines remained in the main the same throughout the 
1980's. 


Finlandia Interface Lives Product Development 


According to production chief Karl Lahtinen. Finlandia 
Interface, which manufactures ciectrical equipment, puts 
well over 10 percent of its sales volume, which wil! come 
to about 58 million markkas this year, imto product 


development. 


In the Statistic Center's classification, the industry, rep- 
resented by the company, comes under the heading of 
industrial electrical equipment, which in Finland 
includes mostly industries that invest in research and 
development activities. 

The sales volume of the company, which develops and 
produces power sources, that is, certarn kinds of clec- 
trical transformers suitable for various kinds of equip- 
ment manufactured by client firms, has quintupied over 
the past eight years. Over the past two years its sales 
volume has nearly doubled, in part thanks to the deval- 
uation of the markka. 


According to Lahtinen, the development effort has pad 
off. They have not had to increase sales volume with 
[bargain] sales, but the company's profit margin has also 
increased. 


Along with its increased sales, the company has added to 
the number of its employees, but not nearly proportion- 
ately to the increase ia sales volume. Lahtinen believes 
that the future of Finnish industry is largely dependent 
on high tech, but i will not become the savior of the 
employment situation, at least not quickly. 


According to Lahtinen, aside from being developed to be 
technologicall:, better, their products are also being 
developed .a such a way that they can be produced with 
increasingly less labor. 


* EU Membership, GATT To Impact Newspaper 
Exports 

94E NOI86C Helsinksi HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 9 Dec 93 p B10 


[Article by Pentti Laitinen: “Elimination of EU Tariffs 
Will Stuffen Newspaper Competition: Forest Industry: 
GATT Agreement More Important Than Tariffs”] 


[Text] According to a report published in Geneva on 
Wednesday [8 December], the European Union (EU) 
and the United States have reached agreement on a 
sector solution regarding wood-processing products im 
the round of GATT talks. According to the agreement, 
the so-called Quad countries (the EU, the United States, 
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Claes von Ungern-Sternberg. the manager of Forest 


Industry, Ltd., thinks that the elimination of tariffs will 
stiffen the competition in Europe, but that changes in 
currency exchange rates are ai the present time of 

importance to Finnish firms’ com- 
petitiveness than how high tariffs are. Finland's paper 
exports to the EU countnes have been duty free since the 
quota that ended 14 1984. The big paper pro- 
ducers, the United States and Canada, pay from 4 to 9 


percent in tariffs on their exports to 
ee ee eee eee ee 
exporter’s coverages by about | clearance percent. V 
Ungern-Sternberg does not think that this will 
price competition, “although that would be possible in 
principle.” 


From the standpoint of Finland's forest industry, North 


countries. Within 10 years the elimination of tariffs will 
mean a saving in costs of over 300 million markkas to 
these producers. 


United Will Lose Its Relative Advantage 


As for us Finns, over a 10-year period we will benefit to 
the tune of about 50 million markkas from our exports to 
North America and Japan. Chiefly magazine paper is 
exported from Finland. The new, duty-free importing 
into Europe's markets will primarily affect those Finnish 
manufacturers who are big producers of newsprint in 
Finland and in Europe. Typical of these is United Paper 
Mills. 


So far, European publishers have had their way in that 
North American producers have had a 600,000-ton, 
duty-free quota on EU markets, a quota that they have 
been able to increase through individual decisions. 
According to manager von Ungern-Sternberg, this quota 
will evidently be eliminated and that will, as far as they 
are concerned, make it easier for the Canadians to gain 
access to Europe. “From the industry's standpoint, the 
creation of an integrated GATT is more important than 
tariffs, which have already been substantially lowered for 
years now. Nowadays those competitive factors 
involving environmental issues or Monetary policy are 
more essential than tariffs,” he said. 


“For the EU countries, the paper industry has always 
meant cheap trade goods since there are no European 
forest nations at the negotiating table. Autos, electronics, 


* Gallup: Policymakers See Worsening Russian 
Threat 


94ENOI9OA Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 16 Dec 93 p 7 


{Article by Unto Hamalair~n: “Persons Influential in 
Foreign Policy Fall Into Two Groups: Politicians Stick to 
Neutrality, Government Officials Support Alignment™] 


[Text] Those who wield the most influence on Finland's 
with regard to how Finland's foreign and security poli- 
cies should be handled in future. 

In the opinion of the political decissonmakers— 
members of the Eduskunta and muinisters—Finland 
should follow a foreign policy line of cautious neutrality, 
one that adheres to nonalignment. Politically, supporters 
of this approach are found in the left and in the center. 
In the opsmion of high-ranking officials responsible for 
foreign policy and international relations in the minis- 
tries, Finland should try to align itself. 


Two Schools 


According to the hopes of the officials, Finland should 
move closer to the European Union (EU) and the NATO 
defense alliance. 

The managers of the big export companies are in sym- 
pathy with the officials’ views. 


The difference in point of view comes out in an opinion 
poll commissioned by the Forcign Policy Institute, 
which was published on Wednesday [15 December]. Dr. 
Weijo Pitkanen, an institute researcher anc political 
scientist, conducted the poll. The Finnish anu .ussian 
Peoples’ Fnendship Society funded the poll. 


Pitkanen refers to the first-mentioned school as the 
“neutrality scl.ool” and the second one as the “align- 
ment school.” 


Conducted by the Finnish Gallup Company, 214 influ- 
ential people responded to the poll. The questions were 
sent to representatives of the church, the political par- 
ties, the big export companies, the Armed Forces, and 
the news media, in addition to the politicians and 
government officials. The president of the Republic did 
not participate in the poll. 


Pitkanen described the respondents as “Finland's for- 
cign policy elite.” All of the respondents either directly 

or indirectly influence the making of foreign policy 
dechion 
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Officials Changed Views 


Putkanen saw im the results of the poll a noticeable 
change to the old way of handling foreign policy m the 
days of the Paasikivi-Kekkonen line. Specifically, im past 
years officials saw to « that Finland adhered closely to a 
policy of neutrality, while politscians were willing to be 
flexible, as necv ary. 


The Armed Forces and the church are trying to wall a 
tightrope between the two schools of thought. The 
Armed Forces support EU membership, but, as sup- 
porters of an independent defense, the mulstary entertain 
doubts about NATO membership. 


The news media's position ts inconsistent. According to 
the poll, the media are hesitant about EU membership. 


but there 1s support for NATO membership among 
them. 


A cer.ain indecisiveness ts reflected mm the results of the 
poll. The “secure,” bipolar system has disimtegrated, and 
a new system of cooperation that gives the impression 
that it will endure has not yet been fownd. The respon- 
dents are pleased with the disappearance of the old 
system. 


In agreement with the official line, nine out of 10 
respondents declared that the bases for Finland's foreign 
end security polices are an im ependent defense and 
action within the framework of he CSCE. 


They expressed the hope that the CSCE would be devel- 
oped into a new. pan-European security system, but they 
do not have very great faith that it will. 


Only a fifth of the respondents feit that the CSCE is an 
effective guarantor of the stable evolution of Europe. 
They had even less faith in the United Nations. 


Confidence in EL and NATO 


On the other hand. they had great confidence in the EU 
and the NATO defense alliance. Three out of four 
respondents felt that NATO is an effective guarantor of 
the stable evolution of Europe, and two out of three 


respondents felt that the EU 1s 


Esght out of 10 respondents felt that membership in the 
EU ws desirable. They took a more cautious view of 
membership in NATO: The percentages of those in favor 
of membership in it and those opposed to i were even. 


Mernbership in the EU was felt to be especially desirable 
by 42 percent, while only 14 percent felt that way about 
membership in NATO. 


Russia Feared 


Their attitudes toward Russia were also split. On the one 
hand. they hoped that Russia would participate in Euro- 
pean cooperation and. on the other, they cxpressed 
suspicion and fear of 1. Russia was not viewed as a 
molitary threat. but promarily a civil threat. 
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They fe that Russia's environmental problems, the 
increase in professional crime. its economic difficulves, 
and the rise in big brother nateonalism are the biggest 
threats. 


Two out of three respondents thought that “the threat 
posed to Finland by the situation m Russia ts growing.” 


The poll was conducted m the fall, in pari before 
Rutskoy'’s and Khasbulatov’s attempted coup, but 
Clearly before the Russian clections. 


The respondents were asked for their omen as to how 
Finland should prepare for the Russ’ an threat. 


The influential respondents’ .adecisiveness shines 
through thei responses: Ovzs half of them reject - 
view that Finland shoula apply for 

sch’aes Gehese off eatiin andl oar ball Gf Chain aan alias 
in favor of traditional neutrality. 


Karelia Not Wanted 


The return of Karelia did not receive very much support 
in the poll. Only a small percentage of the respondents 
Stated that they support the submission of an official 
proposal to Russia that negotiations on the return of 
Kareha be initiated. 


Some sympathy for negotiations on Karelia is to be 
found in the church and the Armed Forces. 


The influential respondents’ optimism was also assessed 
in the poll. In Weijo Pukanen’s opinion, most of the 
respondents are pessimrstic [about the future]. Only the 
members of the Eduskunta and the ministers were cate- 
gorized by Pitkanen as being “optimistic.” 


* Survey Shows Satisfaction With Health Care 


940 £01272 Helsanks HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 11 Dec 93 p 3 


[Unattributed article: “Pateents Quite Satisfied With 
Care™] 


[Text] If the patient survey of randomly selected con- 
sumers of health care services undertaken by Finland's 
Consumer Association and Finland's Patient Associa- 
tion im October-November 1s to be belreved, Finns are 
quite satisfied with the health care they receive. 


Fully 84 percent of the 1,043 individuals who answered 
the questionnaire were either satisfied or very satisfied 
with their care, and even shghtly more felt that doctors, 
nurses, and other personne! treated them well or very 
well. Patients in the private health care sector believed 
they were better treated than those im the public sector 
did. 


Very few patients had much comment upon the profes- 
sional skills of the medical personnel. Even so, it 
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appeared that they placed greater confidence in doctors 
and other health care workers in the private sector than 


in the public sector. 


Nor did patients complain about the information they 
received. Over 80 percent believed that they had 
received adequate information from doctors and nurses. 
The general opinion seemed to be that nurses weie a 
little better than doctors in giving out information 
expected of them. And once again, the new survey 
showed a slightly better percentage for the private sector 
than for the public sector. 


And yet, the large majority felt that health care services 
should be financed entire » ‘24 percent) or partially (72 
percent) through taxes. C..'. 23 percent of those queried 
felt that health care was expensive or very expensive. 
Should more health care services be subject to fees, the 
consensus was that families with children should receive 
special access to care. 


The survey was undertaken in eight areas: Bjorneborg, 
Helsinki, Jakobstad, Joensuu, Jyvaskyla, Rovaniemi, 
Salo, and Tammerfors. Unfortunately, local results were 
not yet available when the Consumer Association 
announced the results yesterday. 


The survey left many unanswered questions. It will likely 
be repeated next year in order to get a better idea of the 
recession’s effect on health care standards. 


For example, in Jakobstad, the questionnaire was 
divided between Jakobstad’s hospital and Ostanlid’s 
hospital. 


“We do not know whether the patients were actually 
satisfied at Ostanlid, which is threatened with closure, or 
whether they gave the care there very high marks in 
order to show that they wished to keep the hospital,” 
said Karl-Gustav Sodergard, chairman of Finland's 
Patient Association. 


The patients’ message to the policymakers overwhelm- 
ingly concerned the standard of care. The unanimous 
opinion: Do not cut costs to the extent that the quality of 
care will suffer. 


Norway 


Prime Minister on NATO Evolution, Partnership 
for Peace 


PM 1801165494 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in 
Norwegian 8 Jan 94 p 13 


[Report on interview with Norwegian Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundtland by Egil Knudsen; place and not 
given] 


[Text] “Norway does not want to say ‘no’ to future 
NATO membership for the countries of Eastern Europe, 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 3s 


but 1s offering a process toward ever increasing cooper- 
ation. Today ‘Partnership for Peace’ is the best response, 
because it does not also create uncertainty in other 
countries.” 


This is Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland’s sum- 
ming up of the situation on the eve of Monday's and 
Tuesday's important NATO summit in Brussels where 
she will head the Norwegian delegation. Several former 
Warsaw Pact (WP) countries want rapid membership of 
NATO and many people are calling the meeting the 
organization's most important meeting for years. 


The prime minister agrees with this description: “The 
previous summit in Rome a couple of years ago was also 
important. It decided NATO's position after the fall of 
the Wall. Now developments have moved on with new 
challenges which need constructive responses. The 
meeting is therefore of crucial importance.” 


[Knudsen] Why is Norway negative toward the possi- 
bility of the former East bloc countries becoming mem- 
bers? 


{Harlem Brundtland] I think that it is wrong to put the 
question in those terms. For a long time there have been 
talks among all the NATO nations and there have been 
gradual developments. After the last summit the NACC 
(North Atlantic Cooperation Council) was the concrete 
response for increased cooperation between NATO 
countries and the former WP countries. Now we are 
building further on our experiences and are entering into 
even closer cooperation. Norway wants openness, in 
future developments too. 


[Knudsen] So former East bloc countries could become 
members in the longer term? 


[Harlem Brundtland] Yes, that is possible. We are 
offering a process toward ever increasing cooperation. 


[Knudsen] Would new members and an extension of 
NATO's borders toward the East have a destabilizing 
effect in the present situation? 


[Harlem Brundtland] Yes, membership for a few 
selected countries would be a less satisfactory solution. 
The new proposal for cooperation, “Partnership for 
Peace,” is a concrete and good response. Nor will such a 
response create uncertainty in other countries. [Harlem 
Brundtland ends} 


The prime minister stressed that this response is flexible 
and adapted to individual countries: “NATO is offering 
similar bilateral agreements with interested countries, 
and also additional agreements for each individual 
country adapted to its cooperation needs.” 


[Knudsen] Could Russia also join “Partnership for 
Peace?” 


[Harlem Brundtland] Russia will also receive an invita- 
tion. We are not creating divisions, but are aiming at 
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developments involving democratic controls over and 
structures for the military forces. 


{Knudsen} What will NATO's main future role be in this 
scenario? 


{Harlem Brundtland] NATO will continue to build on 
what was contained in the original 1949 package: 
Looking after the territorial integrity of member nations. 
Now that we are extending cooperation to the east, we 
must not throw out the baby with the bath water. The 
responsibility NATO has had must continue to exist; 
new cooperation with other states is something addi- 
tional. 


[Knudsen] But NATO's traditional enemy image no 
longer applies? 


{Harlem Brundtland] That is correct, but nor do we have 
any guarantee that we could not be attack by other 
countries. We still need mutually committed coopera- 
tion. 


[Knudsen] The United States is scaling down in Europe. 
Will not the Western European Union assume a larger 
part of the burden? 


{Harlem Brundtland] The Western European Union will 
be given the additional role of NATO's European pillar. 
But this will not mean that the original role underlying 
NATO will disappear. [Harlem Brundtland ends] 


Gro Harlem Brundtland also stressed that the govern- 
ment has broad support in the Storting for its future 
NATO course. 


Sweden 


Editorial Views Partnership for Peace, Bosnia 
Threat 


PM 1401173094 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 12 Jan 94 p A2 


[Editorial: “Among Friends for Peace’’] 


[Text] From passivity Bill Clinton has moved to swift 
action. After the summit in Brussels the talks in Prague 
with central European leaders were a relaxation prior to 
the contacts in Moscow with Boris Yeltsin and other 
Russian leaders. But what can the U.S. President achieve 
in the nervy beginning of Russia's new “parliamentary” 
phase, and what sort of security solutions are he and 
other NATO leaders actually offering Europe? 


One would like to see key players being able to achieve 
great things. Take the newly launched Partnership for 
Peace (PFP), for example. Of course it would mean a 
great deal if a number of central European states did not 
simply feel disappointed, but actually saw an opportu- 
nity to begin to make a practical contribution in a 
far-reaching security arrangement. 
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And take Clinton's belief that his meeting with Yeltsin 
will strengthen Russian democracy and developments 
toward a market economy or his conviction that he has 
solved the problem of Ukraine's nuclear arms. If only it 
were so simple. 


Or take the Brussels summit's decision to sharpen up the 
bombing threat against Bosnia’s Serbs, if they continue 
to defy the United Nations. If only these Serbs, the 
strongest side in war-torn Bosnia, were to finally say to 
themselves that this time NATO is in earnest about its 
warning. Then the UN peacekeeping forces could at least 
perform some of their humanitarian mission among 
people who are under threat from the horrors of a second 
winter of war. 


However, in reality NATO is restating its previous, 
never tested readiness to intervene using aircraft, if 
General Secretary Butrus-Ghali at the request of the UN 
commanders on the ground orders the first armed 
action. But as a result of losses among French soldiers 
French President Mitterrand has finally been forced to 
back a seemingly new purposefulness. NATO is also 
making a direct linkage not only (at Clinton’s request) to 
the lifting of the Serbs’ strangulation of Sarajevo, but 
also to demands for a change of guard in besieged 
Srebrenica and the opening of the airport at Tuzla to 
Hercules aircraft with necessary supplies for a suffering 
civilian population. 


Tuzla’s role in this context is of direct significance for 
Sweden. According to the warning that has just been 
repeated in Brussels, NATO aircraft could be deployed 
where the Nordic battalion has its headquarters in direct 
combat against Bosnian Serbs. We can ponder what this 
could mean for the Nordic troops’ activities on the 
ground, but NATO's attitude illuminates as if by light- 
ning the potential importance of the PFP offer. 


NATO's plans, whose aim is to hold back outside coun- 
tries’ wishes for fuli membership, opens up what are 
perhaps completely new cooperation possibilities that 
have never been on the agenda before as far as Sweden is 
concerned. 


In its diffuseness PFP clearly does not go far toward 
giving central Europeans a feeling of increased national 
security. But through joint exercises, maneuvers, consul- 
tations, and liaison officers a country like Sweden would 
have an insight into and be involved in the planning of 
peace operations that are of importance to the security of 
the whole of Europe. 


The Bildt government's reaction has been one of wel- 
come, and the Social Democratic Party suddenly seems 
to see PFP as something operationally better than a role 
in the consultative NACC [North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council], of which it was until recently a keen supporter. 
The idea is that the PFP will be tailor-made for each 
country, and Sweden must of course take a closer look at 
the possibilities—particularly in the light of the fact that 
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today the Nordic battalion is already under a UN mili- 
tary command which has in practice been set up by 
NATO. 


But we have to realize thai the prospects now opening up 
will not necessarily lead to a totally harmonious front 
against disturbers of the peace embracing both the 
United States and Russia. 


Russian ultranationalist Vladimir Zhirinovskiy’s com- 
ment on NATO's bombing warning was that Mitterrand 
is mad. This is the same Zhirinovskiy who, after his 
unfortunately success in the elections in December, is 
preparing to try to dominate the Russian parliament's 
second chamber, the Duma. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 37 


lt 1s good that Bors Yeltsin is sticking to the new 
constitution which in principle increases his indepen- 
dence of the popularly elected assembly. But the presi- 
dent clearly thinks it unwise to go against Russian 
nationalism, which could just as well be called imper- 
alism or revanchism. Government head Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin reiterated to the Duma on Tuesday that the pace 
of reform will be slowed down; we do not know what 
scope for maneuver overwintering Russian reformist 
ministers will have. 


Today's Russia is in all its misery a great power which is 
threatening its little neighbor, Latvia, with a “very tough 
reaction.” Not an easy partner for Bill Clinton. 











Ms CYPRUS 


Government Welcomes Claes Remarks on EU 


NC1801130294 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1000 GMT 
18 Jan 94 


[Text] The Cypriot Government has welcomed Belgian 
Foreign Minister Willy Claes’ statement, which says that 
if there is no clear indication of a Cyprus solution by 
January 1995, the negotiations for Cyprus’ accession to 
the European Union [EU] will begin immediately. 
Speaking to the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation, For- 
eign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis described this posi- 
tion as very positive. Claes made his remarks during a 
meeting of the Council of Europe's Political Committee, 
which he chairs. Claes also made it clear that the EU 
observer to the Cyprus issue negotiations will report 
directly to EU Commission President Jacques Delors. 


Government Expects Hurd To Influence Turkey 


NC1701213694 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 
17 Jan 94 


[Text] The Cypriot Government believes that British 
Foreign Minister Douglas Hurd will exert his influence 
to break the Turkish intransigence on the Cyprus issue 
during his visit to Ankara the day after tomorrow. 


Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said today 
that the British foreign minister will not only refer to the 
confidence-building measures, but will also stress that 
the status quo in Cyprus is unacceptable and cannot 
continue. 


Spokesman: Exxvors’ Visits North Not 
‘Acceptable’ 

NC1901112994 Nicosia I SIMERINI in Greek 
19 Jan 94 p 2 


[Report by Kostas Venizelos] 


[Text] The United States and Britain have permanent 
relations and contacts with the so-called Turkish 
“embassy” in the occupied areas, and have maintained 
consular offices there for many years. The U.S. and 
British diplomatic missions appointed to Cyprus have 
developed relations with the illegal regime and Ankara’s 
spokesman in a form that directly recognizes the pseu- 
dostate and legalizes the invasion. 


After Gustave Feissel, the UN secretary general's alter- 
nate special representative on Cyprus, British High 
Commissioner David Dain, and U.S. Ambassador 
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Richard Boucher had separate meetings with Tugay 
Ulucevik, Turkish Foreign Ministry deputy under secre- 
tary, at the Turkish “embassy” building, government 
spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis yesterday revealed: On 
29 October (Turkish National Day) every year, U.S. and 
British diplomats participate in a reception hosted by the 
Turkish “ambassador.” 


Kasoulidhis confirmed that these two countries main- 
tain consular offices in the occupied areas. (Britain's 
office is on Shakespeare Street in occupied Nicosia and 
the U.S. office is in Kyrenia). According to reliable 
information, Turkish Cypriots work in these offices 
under U.S. and British diplomats. The same reports say 
that the U.S. and British diplomats often violate the 
Cypriot Government's rule and stay in the occupied 
areas for over 24 hours. (One diplomat recently stayed in 
the occupied areas for three days) 


The Cypriot Government knows the identities of the 
diplomats visiting the occupied areas. Asked, the 
spokesman said the government would not control the 
movements of diplomats who cross to the occupied areas 
at the Ledra Palace Hotel. He added that no action has 
been taken or demarches made with regard to these 
incidents. The spokesman said the foreign minister will 
talk to the U.S. and British ambassadors about their 
meeting with Ulucevik and refer to their relations with 
the Turkish “ambassador.” He will also ask Feissel to 


explain. 


Asked about the meetings, Kasoulidhis said that despite 
these countries repeatedly stressing that they do not 
afford the occupation any status, we cannot consider 
meetings in the occupied areas with representatives of 
the occupation force as an acceptable policy. 


Kasoulidhis was quick to explain the reasons persuading 
Dain, Boucher, and Feissel to meet Ulucevik. He 
stressed: “These meetings obviously aimed to exert 
influence with Ankara at a time when Ulucevik would be 
communicating with the Turkish Cypriot leadership to 
formulate the Turkish position on the confidence- 
building measures. These and other actions highlight 
Turkey's responsibility for the ongoing deadlock and for 
future developments.” 


Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis yesterday had a 
working luncheon with Feissel. He is expected to meet 
the U.S. and British ambassadors in the next few days. 


DIKO [Democratic Party] issued a statement saying that 
the foreign diplomats and UN representatives’ meetings 
with Ulucevik, at the very least, show contempt and a 
lack of respect for the legal Cypriot Government. 
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Defense Minister Comments on Ciller Remarks 


NC1901160194 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1300 GMT 19 Jan 94 


[Text] Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis has said it is 
ridiculous for the Turks to believe Greece has aggressive 
plans because its defense doctrine is well known. Arsenis’ 
comment came in response to Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller’s statement about Greek threats not 
enabling Turkey to demilitarize its western shores. The 
minister described Turkish verbal aggression as an awk- 
ward effort to attract international attention. He added 
there has been no increase in the number of airspace 
violations, which remain at the same level. He said 
Turkish planes are immediately intercepted. 


On Saturday {22 January] the defense minister will meet 
Cypriot President Glavkos Kliridhis in Thessaloniki to 
discuss the joint Greek-Cypriot defense area. 


Government Spokesman Comments on CSCE 
Veto 

NC1901141794 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1300 GMT 19 Jan 94 


[Excerpt] Government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos 
said if Skopje shows the goodwill Greece expects, the 
government could reexamine its veto on the state’s 
accession to the CSCE. 


[Begin Venizelos recording] If Skopje demonstrates the 
goodwill Greece has repeatedly sought—and still does, 
because this is an obligation derived from international 
law—then the Greek Government could reexamine the 
veto on Skopje joining the CSCE. [end recording} 


Venizelos added that Greece is ready for talks with 
Skopje within the UN framework, but on the basis 
determined by the government. Commenting on 
remarks Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pan- 
galos made on Skopje yesterday, Venizelos stressed that 
as Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou said, he and 
Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias are handling the 
issue. 


The spokesman stressed that the issue is being raised on 
many levels, and recalled that it was recently raised on 
the highest possible level, the NATO summit. He said 
the prime minister had the opportunity to utilize one 
advantage of the European Union Presidency. [passage 
omitted] 


Defense Minister Stresses Need To Restructure 
Defense 

NC1901071594 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 0530 GMT 

19 Jan 94 


[Text] Greek Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis said 
the old danger from the East and the new situation in the 
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Balkans require Greece to restructure its defense doc- 
trine to effectively defend the country from old and new 


dangers. 


In an address at the Larisa headquarters, Arsenis dis- 
cussed immediately implementing the new program. He 
said it would soon change the structure and meaning of 
national defense. Arsenis said: At the very most, the goal 
is to create Armed Forces that will be well prepared for 
war and will be ruled with meritocracy. 


Establishment of NATO Commands Viewed 


94P20236 Athens TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS in Greek 
26 Dec 93 p Al3 


{Article by N. Khasapopoulos: “Turkish Trap on NATO 
Commands” 


[Excerpts] A maneuver by Ankara is creating a crisis in 
our relations with NATO, creating at this time unpre- 
dictable political and military repercussions. 


The issue of establishing the commands has caused 
tension in Greek relations with NATO, following a 
well-planned Turkish trap, which everyone involved 
(that is, the new armed forces leadership, but also the 
minister of national defense) is now attempting to defuse 
through various initiatives. 


The situation that was created is quite difficult for the 
Greek Government, since the initiative at this time 
belongs exclusively to Turkey, which, in a spectacular 
and sudden policy change, has refused to accept the 
establishment of commands in Greece, to which it had 
initially agreed. Greece has already committed its first 
mistake: during the last meeting of the Alliance's defense 
ministers, it did not bring up the issue of the commands’ 
establishment, acting on the advice of NATO Secretary 
General Woerner. 


Why Greece listened to Mr Woerner’s request and failed 
to bring up the issue of the commands at the defense 
ministers’ meeting, when our minister left Athens for 
Brussels with the intention of tabling this vital issue on a 
priority basis has not yet been explained. What is certain 
is that, with the Turkish veto on the establishment of the 
Greek commands and the Greek veto on the establish- 
ment of all commands (including those in Italy), new 
tension has emerged in Greece-NATO relations. [passage 
omitted] 


Minister of Defense Yerasimos Arsenis is now preparing 
to give battle to keep the commands in Greece and to 
avoid the Turkish traps set almost daily at alliance 
headquarters. Such a trap already exists, with Italy as the 
main actor. 


The Italians never understood why they suddenly lost 
the commands because of Greco-Turkish differences, 
given that the outcome of the Greek veto was the 
operational blockage of all five commands located in 
various areas of Italy. With the encouragement of the 
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Turks and of higher NATO officials, the Italians are 
already pressuring the Greek Government to lift the veto 
on Italy and maintain it only against Turkey. 


At first glance, such a move by the Greek Government 
seems natural, since there are no military differences 
between Italy and Greece. However, is this really so? 
Athens knows very well (as affirmed by political sources) 
that by lifting the veto on the establishment of all the 
commands of NATO's southern flank. it loses its most 
important bargaining chip, as well as the only issue that 
would enable it to exert pressure to achieve the condi- 
tions it hopes for to reinforce its defenses. 


Meets Visiting Australian Foreign 
Minister 


NC1701193694 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 17 Jan 94 


[Text] Alternate Foreign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos 
today met with Australian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans, who is visiting Greece, and discussed issues on 
improving Australian-European Union [EU] relations. 


Evans said he is not very satisfied with Australia’s 
cooperation with the EU. Pangalos said Greece would 
have wanted to import cheaper products from Australia 
instead of more expensive ones from EU member states 
because of communal solidarity. 


Economy Ministry Official Visits Albania 


NC1801205194 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 
18 Jan 94 p 6 


[Text] Alternate National Economy Minister loannis 
Papandoniou, who began a three-day visit in Tirana 
today, will meet tomorrow with Albanian President Sali 
Berisha and Prime Minister Aleksander Meksi. Mr. 
Papandoniou’s visit is taking place within the framework 
of the fourth session of the joint Greek-Albanian Inter- 
ministerial Committee. 


According to a statement by the National Economy 
Ministry, the topics to be discussed by the Interministe- 
rial Committee include further development of eco- 
nomic relations, bilateral trade, and cooperation in agri- 
culture and industry. The committee will also examine 
developing cooperation in banking and industry as well 
as European Union-Albanian relations. 


{2 ‘Supernationalist’ Zhirinovsky Visit Noted 
94P20237C 


{Editorial Report] The 31 December left-of-center 
Athens daily TA NEA reports that Russian “superna- 
tionalist” Vladimir Zhirinovsky was given permission by 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Yiorgos Papandreou 
to enter the country and visit Salonica for a few hours. 
This is surprising, the newspaper suggests, given Zhiri- 
novsky’s statements during his visit to Sofia, when he 
advised Bulgaria to extend by annexing Greek Thraki 
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and Skopje. TA NEA also blames government 
spokesman Evangelos Venizelos, who “induced the 
newspaper into error” by characterizing the news of 
Zhirinovsky’s Salonica visit, which surfaced in the 
Italian newspaper LA STAMPA, as a “journalistic 
mishap.” TA NEA cites Greek diplomatic sources as 
saying that a more serious problem would have ensued 
had the Greek side refused to allow Zhirinovsky into the 
country, given that he was a big winner in the recent 
Russian elections. 


According to the 3 January TA NEA, the Greek Govern- 
ment is preparing a demarche to the “Russian side” to 
protest Zhirinovsky’s remarks on Thraki, while Yiorgos 
Papandreou is claiming that the Russian’s Salonica stay 
was a “transit, not official, visit.” TA NEA quotes 
Papandreou as saying in an interview on the SKY radio 
station that “the issue at that time was not substantive 
and was faced as such.” Papandreou also maintained 
that Zhirinovsky’s Sofia remarks were made after the 
Russian’s departure from Greece. The deputy minister 
further argued that the Greek Government decided to 
downgrade the visit because it thought the incident was 
not serious . 


{2 PASOK Government in Difficuity 
94P20237B 


{Editorial Report] The Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK) government's course in the past two and a half 
months is a target of bipartisan criticism in the Greek 
press. 


Writing in the 30 December Athens center-left daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA, Nikos Kiaos blames Prime Min- 
ister Andreas Papandreou for lacking a central policy, 
despite claims during his electoral campaign that 
PASOK was ready to govern and, hence, possessed 
solutions for the problems he inherited. Initiatives in the 
domestic field, according to Kiaos, have lacked the 
needed essential coordination. Measures have been 
taken “helter-skelter,” resulting in the submission of 
only a few bills to the Chamber of Deputies. While 
low-key tones and consensual solutions were stressed in 
the first few weeks of government, in a departure from 
past acrimonious politics, governmental initiatives have 
indicated a return to “partisan patriotism” at times 
worse than the former New Democracy (ND) Govern- 
ment’s excesses, Kiaos contends. While this occurred in 
the field of public transportation and in the armed forces 
appointments, the economy is the sector where the lack 
of a specific program has become most apparent, he 
notes. The government had announced a dialogue with 
the various social classes, setting the middle of January 
for the implementation of the measures to be adopted. 
Kiaos believes the deadline will pass without significant 
results, for the interlocutors of a “weak and unstable” 
government remain inflexible. Foreign policy is another 
sector that is deeply affected. The Skopje problem 
remains unresolved and Greece is taking over the EU 
[European Union] presidency at a time when relations 
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with its partners are “particularly poor.” Kiaos’ proof of 
the lack of coordination is that Papandreou negiected to 
meet with either the minister of foreign affairs or his 
deputy before they traveled to Brussels on 20 December, 
where the former was to deal with the Bosnian situation 
and the latter participated in the meeting of EC foreign 
ministers. While the government has only been in place 
for a brief time, this short period has been sufficient to 
give an indication of its future, unsatisfactory course, 
Kiaos concludes. 


The lack of governmental coordination is discussed in an 
article in the 24 December right-of-center Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROS TIPOS. The article focuses on the dis- 
agreement between Minister of National Economy 
Yiorgos Yennimatas, who advocates an “immediate and 
drastic” cut in interest rates, and Bank of Greece Gov- 
ernor Yiannis Boutos, who “categorically” opposes such 
a move, arguing that Yennimatas’ positions “do not take 
into account the real economic situation.”” The article 
also stresses the personal side of the disagreement, 
pointing out that the two officials are on “different wave 
lengths” within PASOK and that Yennimatas was dis- 
pleased with Boutos’ appointment at the helm of the 
Bank of Greece. Furthermore, it contends that Yenni- 
matas is being “undermined” by other party “heirs 
apparent,” as well as certain—unnamed—close Papan- 
dreou aides intent on his replacement. Finally, the article 
cites Bank of Greece sources as stating that Yennimatas 
is under pressure from a number of state-owned bank 
governors to lower the interest on government bonds to 
allow them to reduce interest on deposits, and hence on 
loans to commercial and private entities, with a view to 
increasing their own profit margins. 


QPressures Groups Mounting in New Democracy 
94P20237A 


[Editorial Report] The pressure groups now taking shape 
in the opposition New Democracy (ND) are the subject 
of commentary in the Greek press. 


According to Bambis Papapanayiotis in the 25-26 
December center-left Athens daily ELEVTHEROTIPIA, 
newly elected ND leader Miltiadhis Evert is presently 
faced with “pressure groups” within his party, each 
“pushing in a different direction.” Background maneu- 
vering focuses on Evert’s dilemma of either practicing a 
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low-key, constructive opposition vis-a-vis the Panhel- 
lenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) government, or fol- 
lowing a hardline policy that may lead to serious con- 
frontation. At this time, Papapanayiotis contends, Evert 
is trying to maintain an “acrobatic” equilibrium between 
the two versions, and is called upon to deal with: 
—Pressure from the group still faithful to former Prime 
Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis—now in difficult 
straits because of the wiretapping affair during his 
watch. The group knows that the more conflicting the 
relationship with the government, the more protection 
will be accorded to Mitsotakis in case of legal entan- 
glements, Papapanayiotis contends. Members of this 
group include ND lu-ninaries such as Sotiris Kou- 
velas, Stefanos Manos, Vasilis Manginas, Dora Bakoy- 
ianni, Nikolaos Gelestathis, and Y. Dhimitrokallis. 


—Pressure from the “modernizers,” who are Evert's 
“natural allies” but insist on an immediate break with 
the ND’s “Mitsotakian past” to regain the party's lost 
traditional adherents. The group includes ND officials 
such as Yeoryios Souflias, Stavros Dhimas, S. Khatzi- 
gakis, and Athanasios Kanellopoulos, who, according 
to Papapanayiotis, “agonize” over losing “precious” 
time in the modernization effort. 


—Pressure from the advocates of a liberal, free market 
economy led by Andreas Andrianopoulos, who is 
requesting a clarification of the party's ideology and 
political goals. 


—Finally, pressure from those “generally dissatisfied,” 
such as Mikhail Papakonstandinou, recently stripped 
of party attributes. 


Within this “cacophony,” Evert is attempting a bal- 
ancing act that aims at “hard criticism for governmental 
handling of institutional matters or reprisals against ND 
members, but low-key, constructive opposition with 
— in the legislative field,” Papapanayiotis con- 
cludes. 


According to the 30 December left-of-center Athens 
daily TA NEA, Evert has resolved to ignore ND hard- 
liners demanding an immediate confrontation with 
PASOK. He feels that his consensual policy and creative 
proposals will “sooner or later” be appreciated by the 
great majority of the electorate. His conviction stems 
from the results of recent polls showing that people are 
tired of “confrontation for the sake of confrontation,” 
TA NEA notes. 
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Syria Reportedly Sends PKK Leader to Beirut 


NC1801193794 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] Following Clinton's warning to Syrian leader 
Hafiz al-Asad on PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] 
terrorism, attention has now been riveted on possible 
measures Damascus has taken against the PKK and Apo 
[PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan]. 


lt was learned that as a first step in this context, Syria has 
forced Apo to leave Damascus and that the PKK leader 
is in the Lebanese capital, Beirut. 


[Begin unidentified reporter recording] It is a known fact 
that Syria does not want to lose its PKK trump card 
against Turkey. However, Hafiz al-Asad, who wants to 
integrate with the West and who openly expressed this 
intention to Clinton, is expected to further hem in on 
Apo. According to available information, Syria took its 
first step on this issue recently and forced PKK leader 
Apo to leave for the Lebanese capital of Beirut. Apo 
currently is being kept under control in Beirut. 


Considering Syria's influence on Lebanon, however, it 
appears that al-Asad will not give up its Apo and PKK 
trump cards, at least until he gets Turkey's consent for an 
agreement on river water. 


Sending Apo off to Beirut is perceived by Ankara as an 
indication of goodwill from the Damascus government. 
However, Ankara believes Damascus has to take more 
positive steps. Ankara is now getting ready to launch a 
diplomatic offensive in Washington to further pressure 
Damascus on the PKK and Apo. [end recording] 


Ciller Comments on Clinton, Middle East Issues 


TA1801 194494 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, 
addressing a True Path Party assembly group meeting 
today, said U.S. President Bill Clinton's contacts 
regarding the Middle East constitute a significant devel- 
opment for world peace. She pointed out that PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] terrorism and the 
Hezbollah issue were first raised during these talks. 
Ciller noted: 


[Begin recording] This is what we have always advo- 
cated: If the borders in the Middle East budge in one way 
or another—if, that is, Iraq's territorial integrity is 
threatened in any way—this would endanger peace in the 
Middle East, which is considered an energy warehouse 
and which is extremely important for the world’s pro- 
ductive and economic power. This, in turn, would imme- 
diately impose a hability on world peace, a question 
which concerns the West very closely. 
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The struggle against terrorism is not only supported by 
the Vienna summit and the statements issued by the 
United Nations; it is not merely discussed on the inter- 
national arena within the framework of NATO, but. the 
fact that this struggle is an extremely important issue for 
the stability of the Middie East has also been revealed. In 
addition to the Israeli-Palestinian issue and the request 
for this peace to be embraced by Syria as weil, the 
importance of the struggle against the PKK and the need 
to act in cooperation against these terrorist organizations 
in the Middle East were stressed for the first time during 
the meeting between Mr. Clinton and Mr. al-Asad. [end 


recording] [passage omitted] 


U.S. Sends Message to Cetin on ‘Terrorist’ Group 


TA1801162994 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1445 
GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] Ankara, Jan 18 (AA)}—The United States Secre- 
tary of State Warren Christopher on Tuesday [18 Jan- 
uary] sent a message to Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin 
saying that the outlawed separatist terrorist organization 
should be hold in a mechanism that will be set up 
between the U.S. and Syrian foreign ministers. [sentence 
as received] 


Christopher speaking on a meeting between the U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Syrian Head of State Hafiz 
al-Asad in Geneva said that Clinton had warned al-Asad 
on the support Syria is giving to terrorist organization. 


The U.S. President had qualified the outlawed organiza- 
tion as the number one terror organization adding that 
his country and Syria had important differences on the 
issue. 


Message to Baghdad, Kurdish Problem Viewed 
NC1801211494 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
10 Jan 94 p 19 


(Column by Ertugrul Ozkok: “Message to Saddam: Talk 
With Kurds”) 


{Excerpts} The talks that have been held with the Iraqi 
delegation in Ankara did not focus only on the question 
of the oil in the pipeline between Turkey and Iraq. The 
question of northern Iraq was also discussed, as we 
mentioned that it would in our column last week. The 
Turkish side brought up the matter. The Turkish dele- 
gation headed by Ozdem Sanberk, under secretary of the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry, outlined Turkey's position on 
the matter and said that “tension continues to exist in 
northern Iraq.” 


Let Them Come To Hold Talks 


“We support Iraq's territorial integrity. We want the 
situation in northern Iraq to be resolved within that 
framework. However, you should first disclose that Iraq 
will comply with the UN resolutions.” 
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That was Turkey's general approach. The Turkish dele- 
gation also conveyed a direct message to Baghdad, which 
Ankara has wished to do for a long time: “Hold talks 
with the Kurdish leaders in northern Iraq and resolve 


that problem among yourselves.” 


Apparently, the Iraqi delegation was prepared for that 
message. The Iraqi officials said: “You have always said 
that you support Iraq’s territorial integrity. However, 
you have allowed the Hammer Force, which is opposed 
to Iraq's territorial integrity, to remain in your country.” 


That brought Turkey's problem into the light. However, 
Turkey's initiative was based on its conviction that the 
Hammer Force will not remain in the region indefinitely. 


Regarding Turkey's message to Baghdad that it should 
hold talks with the Kurds in northern Iraq, the Iraqi 
officials failed to respond by saying that they “agree to 
hold talks” with them. They merely said “we can hold 
talks with them if they wish to do so.” 


Obviously, Democratic Party of Kurdistan Leader 
Masud Barzani and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
Leader Jalal Talabani will not be satisfied with that 
reply. It can be easily assumed that Barzani and Tala- 
bani, who are pressed by the United States “not to hold 
talks with Baghdad,” will be dissatisfied with the Iraqi 
official’s unwilling compliance and refuse to hold talks 
with them. 


BOTAS Cannot Resolve the Problem by Itself 


A certain amount of progress was made on the question 
of the withdrawal of the oil in the Karkuk-Yumurtalik 
pipeline. The matter was also discussed with BOTAS 
[Pipelines and Petroleum Transport Corporation] offi- 
cials yesterday. However, the problem cannot be 
resolved through the talks that will be held between 
Turkey and Iraq. The letter U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Oxman wrote before he left Ankara in December 
1993 explained the matter in detail. Turkey can with- 
draw the oil that belongs to it. However, each and every 
step after that will be subject to UN approval. In short, 
Turkey has to discuss the matter with the UN officials 
and Washington, regardless of the two-day talks the 
Turkish officials held with the Iraqi delegation in 
Ankara. Apparently, the matter has a political aspect 
that goes beyond the BOTAS officials’ authority. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Fayda Talks Have Been Cut 


It seems that Ankara’s anxiety on matters related to 
northern Iraq is gradually increasing. However, the For- 
cign Ministry circles have not admitted that state of 
affairs. Interesting developments are taking place in that 
region. Undesirable incidents may take place at any 
time. For example: The Turkish, U.S., British, French, 
and Iraqi officers met to exchange views and informa- 
tion after the Gulf War once a week. The meetings were 
held in an Iraqi military garrison in Fayda, a district 
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center that is 30 km from Turkey's border. They maiz- 
tained their talks even in the tense atmosphere after the 
war. The weekly meetings have been cut since the clashes 
in 1993 because the Iraqi officers failed to attend them. 


The meaning of that state of affairs is obvious. The 
mechanism for mutual agreement and exchange of infor- 
mation to obstruct serious clashes in the region does not 
exist anymore. [passage omitted] 


Turkey's Guarantee 


To what extent can the Kurds in northern Iraq trust 
Saddam Husayn even if they conclude an agreement 
with Baghdad? They reached several agreements in the 
past but they were all violated. Considering the psycho- 
logical situation in the region, the question of a “guar- 
antor country” will definitely be placed on the agenda 
after a possible agreement on northern Iraq. An effective 
mechanism will be required in the region when the 
Hammer Force withdraws from Turkey. Obviously, 
Turkey will have to decide the policy it will adopt. Either 
a mechanism similar to the Hammer Force will have to 
be established or Turkey will have to act as an effective 
guarantor country in the region. Does that matter not 
concern NATO, which has very little to do <* the present 
time? 


Turkic Summit Postponement ‘Surprise Decision’ 
NC1801185694 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Text] Azerbaijan made a surprise decision to postpone 
the summit of the heads of state of six Turkic republics, 
scheduled to be held in Baku on 21 and 22 January. It 
was learned that the uneasiness felt by Russia over a 
Turkic summit was the reason for the postponement. 


Besides, it is being claimed that Uzbekistan and Turk- 
menistan wanted the summit to be postponed to avoid 
giving the impression that the summit is a front against 
Armenia. Whereas, the Azerbaijani Government stated 
that the summit was postponed to allow for better 
preparations for it. 


The second summit of the Turkic republics—the first 
was held in Turkey in 1992—would have been held in 
Baku at the end of 1993. However, Geydar Aliyev 
postponed the summit until January. Ankara was sur- 
prised by Aliyev's decision to postpone it for a second 
time. 


Interview with UK's Douglas Hurd 


7A1801114494 Ankara Show Television in Turkish 
2000 GMT 17 Jan 94 


[Interview with Douglas Hurd, British secretary of state 
for foreign and commonwealth affairs, by satellite from 
his London office by Mehmet Ali Birand on the “Cross- 
fire’ program—live, in English with superimposed 
Turkish translation] 
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[Text] [Birand] Now, sir, there are a number of reports 
circulating in the Turkish press that you have given the 
green light for an independent Kurdish state. Is this true? 


[Hurd] We do not believe that an independent Kurdish 
state is possible. 


[Birand] Let us move on to the PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] problem. What is your government's position 
on the PKK? 


[Hurd] We are against the violation of laws. The London 
metropolitan police units have established a special unit 
to deal with PKK crimes. We are very familiar what it 
takes to fight terrorism. We, therefore, will not allow any 
acts of terror and violence within our borders. 


[Birand] But you are not banning the PKK? 


{Hurd} Our laws do not permit such a measure. This 
alone cannot be effective. The important thing is the 
effective enforcement of the laws. 


[Birand] You and your prime minister, John Major, met 
with the Turkish Prime Minister in Brussels. Did she 
promise you that she would be solving the Cyprus 
problem? Your prime minister, addressing the British 
parliament, said that she did make such a promise. Is 
this true? 

very 


{Hurd} Mrs. Ciller said t she much wants 
progress on the Cyprus issue. The two prime ministers 
share the samme views on the issue. We, the British, 
believe that this problem has lasted for too jong and that 
it will become more dangerous with time. Now we are 
faced with an opportunity. The UN secretary general is 
exerting efforts toward development. He is waiting for a 
reply, a result. The Turkish government is standing by 
these efforts. There is a Turkish Cypriot community and 
elected officials in Northern Cyprus. I hope that they will 
be in favor of a development as well. I hope that they will 
establish cooperation with the officials in Nicosia. Now 
is the right time. If we miss this opportunity then I am 
concerned for the future. 


[Birand] Now, you are going to be in Ankara on 
Wednesday [19 January] be the main topic of the talks? 


[Hurd] Yes this is true, I am looking forward to this visit. 
I want to listen to the views of my Turkish colleague, the 
Turkish prime minister. | would like to hear about 
Turkey's view on the situation in the world and the 
Caucasus and Turkish-European relations. This is very 
important. I am personally most interested in the devel- 
opment of these relations. I hope that Turkey's position 
within the European Community will progress. We will 
probably discuss the issues concerning Cyprus and Iraq. 
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We have a very long agenda. ! am looking forward to 11. 
Turkey has a very significant part in British foreign 
policy. 

[Birand}] Mr. Minister, I thank you. | will be very happy 
to see you in Ankara. | thank you again. 


Russian Deputy Energy Minister Concludes Visit 


TA1801122694 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1790 GMT 18 Jan 94 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Anatoliy Tikhonov, Russian deputy minister for 
fuel and energy, has said Russia can supply Turkey's 
natural gas needs up to the year 2050. 


Tikhonov made a statement at Istanbul Ataturk Airport 
before departing at the end of his visit to Turkey. He said 
Russia annually supplies Turkey with 5.5 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas, adding that this amount will be 
increased by 2.5 billion cubic meters beginning in 1996. 
Pointing out that his visit has been very beneficial, 
Tikhonov said a protocol has been signed on cooperation 
in the fields of oil, natural gas, and coal. He concluded by 
saying that the conditions are conducive for further 
cooperation between the Turkish and Russian energy 
complexes. 


Natural Gas Contracts Signed With Turkmenistan 


TA1701191594 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 17 Jan 94 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] A contract has been signed with Turkmenistan to 
buy up to 15 billion cubic meters of natural gas. Also the 
pipeline that will carry the natural gas from that country 
to Europe will pass through Turkey. 


BOTAS [Pipeline and Petroleum Transport Corpora- 
tion] Director General Hayrettin Uzun held a news 
conference in Ankara where he said that with the con- 
tract, Turkey will no longer be dependent on only one 
source for its natural gas. Also, he said, the contract will 
supply our demand for natural gas. 


Uzun said that BOTAS wants to be included in the 
consortium that is being set up to build the pipeline that 
will deliver the natural gas from Turkmenistan to 
Western Europe. An agreement will be signed on our 
participation in the committee, he said. 


Also, talks are under way to increase the 6 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas Turkey buys from Russia per year 
to 10.5 billion cubic meters. 
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